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ABSTRACT 
CULTIVATING AND NURTURING SPIRITUAL/CHRISTIAN 
AWARENESS IN CHILDREN AGES 5-12 IN THE 


CHRISTIAN CHURCH DISCIPLES OF CHRIST 


by 


Yowanda Jeannette Bowens 


United Theological Seminary 


Mentors 
Rev. Dr. Ricky A. Woods, D. Min. 
Rev. Dr. Terry Thomas, D. Min. 
This project will engage the spiritual understanding of children at Light of the World 
Christian Church, Disciples of Christ in the city of Indianapolis, Indiana The focus of this 
project will identify the existing quality of spirituality in children, affirm and 
acknowledge the contribution to their identity in life. Participants will use a Christian 
Midrash format to engage children in recognizing a personal God. This project will use a 
mixed method study, a pre and post test, along with written evaluation. The project 
concluded that parents did not understand a child’s spirituality and how it is reflected in 


their lives. 
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PREFACE 


The writer reflects on the spiritual nurtunng and powerful initiation she received 
during her early years of Christianity from her parents which inspired her to explore this 
project. Early Christian nurture and preparation in identifying her own spiritual awareness 
and freedoms motivated the writer to explore what she was able to draw benefit through 
and in other children. The writer finds that because she was enabled to discover, unearth 
and investigate her spiritual and Christian prowess she continued to be encouraged to find 
and identity in Christ for her own personal relationship in Kingdom living. Grateful to the 
parents and grandparents whom provided a venue of examination and joumeying. Error 
was not an issue but relationship building to the benefit of the writer. The writer 
recognizes the continued effort from enablers to provide resources of understanding 
during her formative years. Gratitude and much thanks for opportunity and provision 


from all my partners for Kingdom building. 
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IN DEDICATION 

The Lord is my refuge and strength and unto God I give all the glory, praise and 
honor for what God has done for me. I may never be able to express my humble gratitude 
to the Lord above for all the trials, tribulation, God has seen me through. When I say, 
“God is able,” I really do mean, “GOD IS ABLE,” in the utmost manner. 

To my mother who has been my rock throughout my life. My mother has shown 
me how to be a strong Black woman who stays at the well in prayer. My mother, Barbara 
J. Bowens, kept me humble in times which may have tumed out differently had he not 
“reminded me” who child I was. My mother continued to bring me back to home base 
when I would seem to get closer to out-of-hand- than close at hand. Momma you showed 
me how to be a young lady when I acted un-lady-like. Mom you always supported 
whatever endeavor I sought whether you agreed with it or not. Mom you stayed with me 
even though many times you had not a clue what I was talking about. My Amen corner 
always included you Mom, liking it or not. I will forever remember those “special” times 
we spent in Brazil, South America, and that 90 mph taxi ride we took. Mom you made 
anytime we spent together, our own girl time and through all our trials and tribulation 
together, you always knew what was going on with me and had just the right words to 
say. Through it all, Mom, my prayer is that I have made you proud of who I have tumed 
out to be. 

What is a mentor? I have an answer, Rev. Dr. Rickey Woods, and Rev. Dr. Terry 
Thomas you are the best. Skillfully and carefully, you both, in your own unique way, 
guided me through this process. 
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You continuously reminded us to “listen to your mentors” and to not waste our time. 
Such great advice you shared with us. 

To you both I am ever so grateful that I followed directions, for once. Perhaps what I 
treasure most is the travel we did a core groups around the country. The experiences were 
unforgettable. The fellowship an each year we would pick up a new group of Phase I 
DMIN students and watching the leaming curve change for myself as well as the other 
students, The God we serve certainly showed much favor when I changed my focus group 
and blessed me with the best mentors ever. 

How can I mention the mentors without the mention of my core group? You all 
have been my strength during this entire experience. We have shared who we are 
intimately and been the shoulder to cry upon at other times. As a group we said from the 
beginning we would get through this together and we did. To God be the Glory for all 
God has done! 

It has been a tremendous honor to be in service to the Honorable Bishop T. 
Garrott Benjamin, Jr., and the Light of the World Christian Church family, in 
Indianapolis, Indiana. Words will never be able to convey the heartfelt support which you 
have provided me in my learning, burning, and churning of ministry and my ministry 
development. I was a tainted vessel when I first stepped into the Light of the World 
Christian Church, and slowly but surely, you molded me, shaped me and nurtured to a 
specimen of great health, spiritual wealth, and a well formed asset to our community. 
Light of the World, you are and incredible congregation which without question, 
embraced me and cared for me. 
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The foundational training you have provided me over the past twenty-eight years has been 
phenomenal. The friends I have made are irreplaceable. Light of the World church you 
are a jewel from the Nile which can never be duplicated or replicated. 

Additionally, Light of the World would not be “The Light” had it not been for my pastor, 
mentor, spiritual father, and friend, The Bishop, The honorable Bishop T.Garrott 
Benjamin, where do words begin to honor such ca man as my Bishop. With a twinkle in 
your eye your first teachable moment reminded me to do this simple task and that was to 
smile. You expressed towards me that a smile speaks volume to all who receive it and to 
the giver may hearts would be won. I have carried that simple lesson in my heart and 
share it (I really do try) to all I encounter. My Bishop and my friend, and life coach, the 
countless hours you labored on how you can nurture me personally and publicly, can 
never be matched by and trainer, mentor or teacher. Bishop you are an enabler, a person 
of interest, and a man of great integrity in all you do, touch and say. You empty you and 
fill me, I am forever grateful. Bishop and there is no compromise in what I have gained 
under your tutelage. 

Every church needs a Dr. Billye Bridges. Dr. Bridges you and I were put together 
by God to do God’s work. Without you Dr. Bridges, many of the hard lumps I leamed to 
take and accept would have been much more difficult without the advice you gave me 
and kept on giving me. Your sisterly guidance, instruction and teaching, has been an 
invaluable resource to me. Words will never express my gratitude to you. Regretfully, you 
will fell ill just a few weeks before this document defense and God called your name. 
Rest in peace Dr. Billye Pinkston Bridges. Rest in peace. 
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I would error greatly to attempt to name everyone who has been in my corner. 
Rev. Spelth, the Indiana Regional Staff and others, you have been so supportive to me in 
my endeavors to make a difference in the Indiana Region, it is to everyone I say thank 
you. As I have tried to be the change you have changed me and made me aware and 
mindful of how much work really needs to be done in this world we serve. 

Thank you for inspiration, involvement and the participation in my work and in the work 
we have collectively been a part of. For you I say hats off for your continuous availability 
when I needed “something else” and just a sweet smile across the telephone lines. 

To my family and friends, what can I say? Chery] Hill, you introduced me to Light 
of the World. Christian Church in 1983 and I have not looked back. What else needs to be 
said? Deborah Jones-Buggs you friended me well before Facebook ever existed and have 
been there through everything, and I mean everything. Barbara Walker, my pot-sticker pal 
and fried green bean friend, fun times when we both needed to get away. The reason I am 
who I am today is because of great and fantastic friends and family, too many in number 
to name them all, who have fed me in times of hunger, been a listening ear in times of 
need, and just plain been there when I would all Thank you is just two words I can use to 


express my sincere gratitude to you all and I will forever be indebted to you for being true 


to me and a friend. 


xi 


IN DEDICATION 


The greatest gift God gave me was YOU...my dad. Author Unknown 
Without the never ending loving support and encouragement of Willie D. Bowens, my 
father, I could never have thought to pursue this level of academic work. In honor of you 
and in your memory I thank you for all you have poured into my life. You were there on 
the sunny days and the rainy days. You celebrated with me the winning games and smiled 
at the losing games. 

We went to carnivals, concerts and boat shows together. You taught me how to go 
out on a date at Burger King and made sure I had all I needed for prom. You showed me 
how to ride a two wheeled bicycle and bandaged my scares when I ran into the fire 
hydrant. You bought my first car a blue Brougham Cadillac. You gave me your credit 
card when it was back to school time and, when I would come home from college. In your 
very own way, Dad, you even would show me “your old school” technique and form of 
discipline. You were there for me when I needed you, always. Now, you are with me 
always. As you watch over me in this season, see your ‘investment blossom and bloom. I 
know God has already given you this command that I pray one day to hear, “Well done 


good and faithful servant, well done” 


I love you daddy. 


I miss you daddy. 
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IN MEMORIAM 
“Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old he will not depart from it” 
Proverbs 22:6 

Jeannette Smith, is the very first person, who perhaps brought the Word of God to 
me in knowing and acknowledging the scripture and the Word of God. 

As a very young child my grandmother imparted into my life how to read the Holy 
Word. In the evening after we would have eaten dinner, cleaned the dishes, and sat on the 
porch, we would share our day and have a couple of hours of TV watching. Later that 
evening, we would conclude the day in prayer Grandma would tell me to read just one 
verse per day of my bible as a part of what God has instructed us to do. In honor of your 
own personal practice Grandma, I love you ever so much for putting me on the right track 
and I have honored what you did and I also continued to do. What a great teaching for 
thee little one I was. Now, you would be so proud of how God has worked in me, yet I 
have so much more to do. I have so much respect for what you encouraged me to do. In 
me I will forever have all your taught me and that which you have imparted into my life. 
You deserve your rest as I now carry the torch of righteousness in the name of Jesus 
Christ our Savior. 

Love You, 


Punkin 
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INTRODUCTION 

Children are such a vital component of the Christian Church, D.O.C., (Disciples 
of Christ) as well as other denominations. The completion of this final document will 
strive to produce the results of the researcher in first acknowledging and recognizing the 
developmental of children ages 5-12, spiritually and religiously in the Christian Church 
Disciples of Christ. At the time of this document, the international internet web address 
for the Christian Church Disciples of Christ, DOC, does not have information regarding 
the faith formation and education for children. This process should collaborate ideas, 
concerns and a process to address, create a home based activity, and analysis for 
engaging, nurturing the spiritual maturity and awareness in children in the Christian 
Church Disciple of Christ, DOC. Throughout the pages of this document, the researcher 
has been gifted with many insights which have previously been assumed but in the 
findings, confrontation of personal and observed perceptions as well as individual 
pastoral development have surfaced. 
The balance of the document will incorporate the writer’s personal experiences and 
developmental growth edges as well as relating the relationship of the writer and Light of 
the World Christian Church and ministry. 

Chapter one, Ministry Focus, will conduct an analysis of how the researcher 
determined that this project was pertinent to her ministry as well as share a spiritual 
autobiography, ministry context, and the earliest foundation of spiritual awareness and 


current view. This information brings validity to lead with expertise and knowledge. 
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Chapter two, The State of the Art in Ministry, will explore the current area of ministry the 
writer is engaged in while evolving into the context of scholarly literature. 
Chapter three is a review and exploration and explanation of the historical, biblical, and 
theological justification which supports the nurtunng of children through their spiritual 
and Christian faith journey. 

Chapter four will focus and express in detail the methodology or the model used 
for the project. The model immolates a home Christian Midrash of reflection, 
participation, exploration and contemplation. 

Chapter five focuses on the Field Experience by implementing a test developed 
Christian Midrash for creative and spiritual development and exploration and response. 
The methodology which was used to collect, analyze and eventually evaluate the data 
which was collected was a mixed method of qualitative and quantitative models. 
Additionally, there was a questionnaire as part of the pretest and posttest. Personal 
observation also became a part of the study. The writer also conducted an interview. 

Finally, Chapter six will provide the writer’s reflection, summary and conclusion 


of the writer’s analysis and process. 


CHAPTER ONE 
MINISTRY FOCUS 
In the Beginning 
The context of this project is Light of the World Christian Church, Disciples of 
Christ. It is a moderately sized church in the capitol city of Indianapolis, Indiana. This 
Community of Believers are inhabitants of the immediate city as well as surrounding 
cities and towns. Culturally, this context is multi-cultural. However, the membership is 
primarily of African American decent. A nesting or a lending of space opportunity for 
church with a Latino Pastor of the same denomination conducts services in the Christian 
Education Department following a second service. The average member of this 
congregation holds a college degree or higher. The economic status of this congregation 
is middle to middle-upper class. The dilemma for the denomination and the church, being 
the Christian Church Disciples of Christ, is that there are no denominational 
acknowledgements in the relationship of children’s spirituality and their spiritual 
knowledge and creating an environment to develop this information in a family setting. In 
fact the web page which speaks to spirituality and Christianity in children is soliciting 
suggestions (Appendix ) This project will use a mixed method study for research and 
model in creating a home based Christian Midrash with selected activity and 
interpretation by the families in the study. Each family will have completed a pretest and 
a posttest based on spiritual awareness of the family and the child or children in the 


immediate family. 


The writer suggests that the Christian family is not aware of nor do they nurture what is 
discovered, the spiritual vitality of their children. Additionally, the writer sought to have 
created a Midrash leaming environment of sharing and discovery in a family-fun 
environment while educating parents and children. 

The writer has recognized that this mainline denomination has a very active 
Children’s Ministry, Christian Education Ministry, as well as in the local church of Light 
of the World, however, there is not an intentional nurturing of that which is yet to be 
discovered. 

Locally, the congregation fully and wholeheartedly acknowledges that “children 
are our focus” but the focus is not intentional, direct specific, unclear and undefined with 
the organized national denominational systems already established. Using this discovery 
process, this researcher challenged what is unknown by parents and families. Through 
professional, personal, experiential, and reactive responses, this researcher expects to 
promote better understanding of spiritual self within the children. The impact of this 
nurturing will give the children, as children-to-adults more self confidence, higher self- 
esteem and a better well-being in life. The overall benefit to society will be un- 
measurable but God will be blessed. As the prophet, Ezekiel 4:4, was trying to tell the 
captives in Jerusalem, this imprisonment of pain and wandering for forty years would not 
last always. At the given time the Israelites would know that God is God and that the 
future for them would in fact be a new era for them and all the land of Jerusalem. What 
lay ahead and in their future-was theirs to grasp. This is certainly a new era for the 


children of God big and small of all ages and specifically the small ones. 
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In an age where the earthly kingdom has run amuck, this beginning will bring change and 
God will be glorified and the praises shall rise higher than they were in former times. 

Asa small child, the researcher, Reverend Yowanda Jeannette Bowens, was 
intentionally nurtured, through a variety of methods and opportunities. 

This only child would soon grow to learn how to play several musical instrument, have 
vocal lessons, study a foreign language and abroad, and become an interpreter. Growing 
up in Chicago would be just the beginning of the places that would define who Reverend 
Bowens would become as well as become a part of her personal travelogue. 

Reverend Bowens grew up to have much of what many of her cousins could only 
desire. As an only child, Reverend Bowen’s parents were determined to provide all that 
they did not have as young children and much more. The so called luxury of attending the 
well-known Catholic school called Resurrection would only be the beginning of the 
nurturing that would continue in the life of the eventual minister for the kingdom. 

Defining moments in the life of this researcher would include the Catholic school 
she gained her first knowledge of Christ. The Sisters of the Order would be the overseers 
for Reverend and were proven to be great reporters to her parents. The nurturing in the 
formative years came from all sides of her life. Family, friends, parents and un-invited 
others would often take their turn in guiding and directing young Reverend Bowens. 

With a child’s white bible in hand, Reverend Bowens would joyfully walk to her 
classes and read each and every word of that bible as though there was some magic which 
poured out from the pages. Each day brought more interest as the learning she received 


continued to prick her interests in this man called Jesus. 


The personal Day of Atonement would be the First Communion of Reverend Bowens at 
the large concrete church of Resurrection Elementary and High School. This building, the 
church, prayers as well as the nuns and priests would bring such amazement and wonder 
to the then nine-year-old. The curiosity at such a tender young age would never depart 
her mind. 

Reverend Bowens had discovered at such an early age that she wanted to lnow 
more about this person who was called Jesus. The desires of her heart were such that she 
felt desperate to know more of this place called church and all the activity that took place 
within there. The American Dream would lead the young reverend down a path of 
“anything is possible” as long s you trust and obey. 

After moving to a suburban city called Elk Grove Village, Illinois, continuing 
such a long personal and growing vitae for Reverend Bowens it would include sports 
(tennis, basketball, and track), school clubs, sports team management and ballet. This 
suburban childhood to teenager would be tutored by the religious practices of Catholicism 
and all the ceremonious attributes that followed it. Reverend Bowens would use her 
religious classes of Catechism to gain what she thought was full knowledge of Jesus the 
Christ and all that she would need to know about Him. The practices of Catholicism 
would even bring Reverend to her love of languages and her initial introduction to Latin. 
Using a flair for languages, Reverend Bowens would include a high school year spent 
overseas in Brazil, South America and then would eventually try her hand at the college 


scene. 
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College would then, without much doubt tum into more continued education including an 
Associate degree in French, two Master’s degrees and an earned Doctorate degree in 
Theology. 
The list of accomplishments would seem never ending but Reverend Bowens would find 
herself in a flurry of doing and without much effort trying to make a difference in her 
community. Undoubtedly, Reverend Bowens finds that her commitment to Christ and 
how Jesus was a servant to others became her credo in her life’s venture. 

Although a relationship with instructors of the Catholic faith and all its practices, 
Reverend Bowens found that her relationships with Bill and Jenny, Sister Hamm, and all 
the friends she had made in the suburbs, did not complete her in her attractions to the 
concrete building she one knew in the city of Chicago. Reverend Bowens now in college 
wanted a deeper relationship with the Christ she had met and desired to be a better 
participant in her faith journey. 

There were a number of teachers who would impact Reverend Bowens through 
her grade and high school years. Fondness and great liking to her teachers Mr. 
Baronowski who was a jolly fellow, Mrs., Turchin who always had a hug and would 
remind one of Char, the Latino songstress and dancer. Mr. Yeager who reminded 
everyone of old Saint Nick was a jolly fellow. The love that these then mentors taught 
Reverend Bowens that a little love can go a long way and that sharing love brings love 


back to you. 


Time would permit Reverend Bowens an opportunity to seek both place and time 
to gain an understanding of her interpretation of Christ in her life and how she was 
placing her commitment to a Christian lifestyle. 

Many of the experiences in Reverend Bowen’s life have happened almost by accident and 
without much effort. The blessings in Reverend Bowen’s life rest she solely on her 
personal attributes and to the Christ-like life she has lead. 

Monumental as life is, life is not to be taken for granted. 

While attending high school in suburban Schaumburg, Illinois, the thin and lanky 
Reverend would find a host of new people who all connected with their mutual love for 
marching band and the travel of band competitions it brought to the participants. Each 
child in this environment was children of all the parents. 

Everyone took care of each other and no child was without. High school for Reverend 
Bowens would be the addition of another family as well as a host of brothers and sisters 
she had always wanted. With little spare time, the devout flautist and piccolo player 
would be the neighborhood babysitter and rarely had a weekend in which was vacant. 
When time permitted, the reverend would squeeze in quality parental time of shopping 
and an occasional part-time job. 

The quality of time away from school work was very important to the Bowens 
family. Like many of the other parent of student in band, the entrusted leadership and 
guidance of the band mentor was so very important to many students of Conant High 


School who was Mr. Steve Hoernemann. 


This tall and thin man of great integrity, who remains a vital part of the lives he touched 
over thirty years ago would be the guiding factor to Reverend Bowens as he taught her 
much discipline and created in her a desire to mentor other children as he had done for so 
many others. A constant encourager to achieve and achieve well, Mr. Hoernemann was 
not only a mentor, teacher, friend but a father and a mighty man of direction to the band 
students. 

Reverend Bowens had been struggling with her career path but continued to seek 
opportunities that would permit her to use her language skills as well as her business 
skills she had went to school to obtain. Locally, opportunities in translation would gain 
her much recognition in her language skills and would find many key persons of the 
community seeking her translation and language services. Of the most revered 
opportunities which came to Reverend Bowens would be providing Portuguese lessons 
on the Indianapolis citywide African American radio broadcast station WTLC. 

For six months, prior to a gifted trip to Rio de Janiero as the translator, Reverend Bowens 
gave pre-recorded lessons which would be broadcast randomly throughout the week 

The entire tour consisted of over one hundred and twenty-five people. Along this journey 
were several professional musical artists who would be a part of the trans-Atlantic 
broadcast in Brazil, South America. 

While serving as a translator to the 1996 Olympiad in Atlanta, Georgia, Reverend 
Bowens experienced the most inspiring series of events in evangelism by young children. 
On every corner, children were passing out witness cards and sharing their own personal 


testimonies to the public attending the events. 


13 
The City Set on a Hill: Light of the World Christian Church 

LWCC was established in 1867 and over 144 years old. The rich history of Light 
of the World Christian Church has continuously been a topic of discussion in the city of 
Indianapolis, Indiana. 

Current Senior Pastor and Presiding Bishop, Tom Benjamin, Jr., at this writing, is 
in the process of “repositioning” and relocating to sunny Los Angeles, California. 
Forty-two years of service to this church family, has produced: 

e fifty and counting ordained, licensed or commissioned women and men, 

e over fifteen Disciples of Christ church plants, across the United States and in 

Indianapolis; 

e over fifty organized church organizations and ministries; broadcasts to military 

personnel, 

e four books, 

e a publishing company, 

e an in-house media production enterprise, 

e a three hundred family plus outreach for the hungry at Thanksgiving and 

Christmas, 

e a weekly outreach for hungry families in Indianapolis, 

e achurch based garden which amends the outreach pantry for needy families, 


¢ two senior living centers, and so much more. 
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LWCC as one of the city's oldest predominantly African American congregations 
and was established in 1866. Since assuming leadership of the historic church in 1969 at 
the tender age twenty-six, Pastor Benjamin immediately set a progressive agenda that 
would expand the church's involvement in the community, change the original name of 
the church and transform thousands of lives through spiritual renewal, evangelism and 
community outreach. 

Bishop Benjamin has one lovely wife and three handsome sons. Perhaps the 
ultimate prize of this sympathetic, outstanding and gifted pastor is his two grandchildren 
whom he plans to spend much desired time with when he retires. The ministry of LWCC 
has actually spoiled anyone who becomes a part of its membership. Love is the four letter 
word which exudes from the membership and has become the memorable impact for its 
visitors and membership. While the pastor provided relevant ministry for his own calling, 
it was important for the ministers who are covered in this dynasty to seek specifically 
what God has for them and what service they would be in ministry for their own 
ministerial development. If one says they are called in the name of Jesus in this ministry, 
the minister’s work will certainly show the fruits of Bishop Benjamin’s labor of 
leadership. 

Bishop Benjamin has supported the endeavors of the writer in teaching, overseas 
mission duties, as well as local service in the Indianapolis community. Tom Benjamin is 
also a man of his word in that when one speaks of support, he supports ministers both in 
prayer, standing resources and in finances. It has never been a daunting moment for 


Bishop to open his wallet of support of any of his ministers he supports. 
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The wrier wants notation to made in that this monetary support comes humbly and not in 


an effort to draw attention or public glory and gratification. 


CHAPTER TWO 
STATE OF THE ART IN THIS MINISTRY MODEL 


Writers Review of Literature 


“Train up a child in the way he should go and 


when he is older he shall not depart from it. "KJV 


The apparent value in parental intervention in the life of children in the twenty- 
first century is of tremendous importance and necessity. As the writer draws reflection on 
the years of nurturing and careful personal development spent on and in her life, she is 
reminded that she has the responsibility to be just as intentional in the lives of other 
children she encounters in her life. With the help of the church as an initial and 
continuous place of healing and nurturing and with the help of God, all things are 
possible. Growing in faith is the accountability of each and every elder, deacon, pastor, 
minister, evangelist, preacher, pew sitter, parent, and believer of faith to nurture and help 
guide the tender spiritual and Christian values and understandings of the child. Without 
any disrespect to any denominational values, mores or practices, the Body of Christ needs 
to take a place in the lives of children in the Christian and spiritual growth. In this model 
the writer will pursue unveiling and deciphering the values which children ages six to 
twelve conceive through a Mitzvah format in a home environment and setting. Holly 


Catherton Allen addresses children and their spiritual knowledge. 
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Allen seeks to get in touch with what knowledge presents itself and the understanding 
from the church body of their role and responsibilities. 
Allen assesses that the Body of Christ has historically seen this spiritual and Christian 
values assessment has been a non-relevant component in the life of the church. 
In Nurturing Children’s Spirituality, Allen compiles like-minded educators (twenty-six) 
who specialized into the field of children and created a document with extensive and 
complete historical data in the evolution of the subject matter. Allen provided 
institutional, social, and educational references on the issues which have been collected 
and discussed. Models were presented to show the challenges which proved to assist or 
hinder the research of Allen and other scientists. (Appendix H).' Studies were provided 
which demonstrated research opportunities and the results which were found. This text is 
a very comprehensive volume of who is who in the field, what each researcher has 
devised, and how their work has impacted the field. Quality information which details the 
humble beginnings of children and their spiritual self all were identified and clearly 
interpreted and shared. 

In. The Religious Potential of the Child: The Description of an Experience with 
Children from Ages Three to Six Dr. Sofia Cavalletti approaches the child’s religious 


potential from a different standpoint than most researchers. 


‘Holly Catherton Allen and others, Nurturing Children’s Spirituality Christian Perspectives and Best 
Practices (Eugene, Oregon: Wipf and Stock Publishers, 2008), 219-223. 
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In true acknowledgement that a Christian experience does exist, the author sees the 
Christian experience in a vein of an actual shape and form contrary to the scientific 
observances of psychology and the uses of pretests and posttests examinations. 
Cavalletti has the attitude that the entire experiences that are present in the children are 
entirely an emergence of their spiritual knowledge. 
Also, there is a part of personal humility in the attitude of Allen that the events which 
occur are true in character because of her desire to not over control the evidence and the 
facts. Individual identity is a critical component in life today. 

Cavalletti strives to find avenues which can be resourced, how to use those 
resources and the possible outcome of its usage. Additionally, introductions are made to 
professionals in the field of workers, scientists, and ere who work with children 
and the tools in which have been informative and relevant to understanding children’s 
spirituality. The concepts in this resource provide good reference and direction to be 
creative and find insight to unveiling children’s spirituality in a pure form and without 
intervention. 

As members of the Christian Church, Disciples of Christ (DOC), the 
responsibility of its membership is to be knowledgeable in its history and polity remains 
important for continuous decency and order. Duane D. Cummins in A Handbook for 
Today’s Disciples clearly identifies the beliefs of the non-denominational religious 
following. Key to the energy which has continuously flowed through the membership is 
his inclusiveness of its general church to anyone who believes in God, accepted God as 


their Lord and Savior, as well as repented of their sins. 
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Additionally, this Handbook is a historic account of the Christian Church Disciples of 
Christ. Understanding the notable and significant event of the Christian Church, Disciples 
of Christ is a newly ventured territory. This reading was able to illustrate the celebrated 
and detailed history of the D.O.C. culture, denominational procedures and historical 
events.” 
Information which was conveyed on sacraments, church mission, church structure, 
worship and history just to name a few are all clearly explained.’ 

Author Phil Catalfo explores issues related to growing and nurturing children as a 
personal testimony and his own experiences. Catalfo identifies with the issues of being an 
adult, responsible for adult decisions, yet, still finding his own self in the midst of all the 
responsibilities he has as a parent. 

Confession of the soul is a major component in being able to share, teach and 
nurture children that the author finds key in the spiritual development of the child. Along 
the road to nurtunng children Catalfo reminds the reader that it is very important, in the 
nurtunng process, we must ask questions, be creative and rejoice in all things. Children 
are a focus and have the right to express freely their relationship with their God as they 
see or as they perceive a God. From the view of a child the innocence which views and 
seeks an understanding, Catalfo notes that as adults, positioning his or herself into the 
eyes and minds of a child will open adult insight on their own spiritual and Christian 


awareness and understanding. 


*Cummins, D. Duane. A Handbook for Today's Disciples. St. Louis, Missouri: Chalice Press, 2003. 
ce 
Ibid., 69-72. 
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Impacting the spiritual development and Christian understanding of children is the 
openness of the adult charged in the child’s growth and continued spiritual awareness. 

The author, David Staals in the book Leading Kids to Jesus, most explicit 
approach to children and spirituality is communication. Throughout the text, the writer is 
making note to use kind gestures in the conversations and that the issues which do not 
address the nature of children and their spirituality will be easier for the child to grasp if 
they are communicated in a user friendly manner.* 

Adults do not have simple conversations with children but rather make poor 
attempts to be so simple in their presentation the impact of the lesson becomes lost and 
convoluted in the process. In addition to conversation, Staal informs the reader that 
sometimes as parents the need to step beyond what is comfortable as parents is necessary. 

This text relies on conditions of trust, understanding and listening as initial steps 
in surfacing the spiritual side in children. Staal also provide a useful chart in helping the 
one adult to be consistent in attempts to understand and see spiritual children. 

In the book Growing Together: Understanding and Nurturing Your Child’s Faith 
Journey, by Ann Neufield Rupp, the author makes an effort to draw clarity in addressing 
the faith journey of children is a journey which begins with the parents. The emphasis the 
author implies is that both parents and children are a part of the spiritual joumey of the 


child. 


‘David Staal, Leading Kids to Jesus (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan, 2005), 31. 
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The author is very intentional in creating and identifying in parents and the entire familial 
structure the importance of building a spiritual identity in children from their own 
intentions. Uniquely, however, Rupp provided a multitude of venues and avenues for 
children to reach and interpret their own levels of understanding. The voice of the child is 
a critical evaluation tool and is also a concern of Rupp for families to be able to have 
open and affirming communication venues. 

Emotions are addressed in children and Rupp details instruction in carefully 
finding avenues that stretch the cognitive issues spirit understandings of children when 
sharing their religious ventures and developments. Impacts which must also be reviewed, 
as the author states, such as the additional resources similar to visual aids, crafts, and 
devotions will help to strengthen the spiritual growth in children. 

Drawing on the eldership of the church the editors Wiley J. Douglas and Douglas 
Hicks, Jr. bring to hearts everywhere the simple and eloquent manner in which the spirit 
and souls of human-kind must be observed with utmost care through Dr. Gardner C. 
Taylor.° All people need encouragement is the mantra which the book Gardner C. Taylor 
Submissions to the Dean, continues to present for the reader. This writer saw the careful 
and most thoughtful presentation of the gospel while permitting the people God to 
explore and share personal and emotional examples of reaching and touching the children 


of God. 


Taylor, Gardner C. Submissions to the Dean. Chicago, Illinois: Urban Ministries, Inc., 2009, 46. 
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This writer discovered this text as a source of educational and scholarly edification and 
strength. Gardner C. Taylor, the book, carries as much strength as each preacher mentions 
in each chapter. 
This publication draws eyes to open and ear to be clear in the receipt of what God is 
delivering for all in their own interpretive manner. This rendition of compliments, 
greetings, and adorations, sets the pace for all mankind to exemplify themselves in 
ministry and in life experiences. 

Mogel made the sacrificial step in leaming more about the nurtunng of children 
and developing their spiritual characters in her writing of The Blessing of a Skinned Knee. 
Mogel converts her religious values of mainline Christianity to Jewish and Hebrew 
traditions in order to draw conclusion on their values. Mogel also wanted to observe and 
share in the wisdom of the Hebrew family an their investments and in and practices. 

The complete structure of the family environment and setting gives much value in 
the nurturing process. Mothers are the key nurturing body in the family structure and 
Mogel completely imparts her values to the Jewish structure and teachings. The traditions 
for the Jewish model clearly illustrate the impartation of the family and how each 
component of membership contributes to the growth process. The processes and 
teachings of the Jewish community allow total liberty in communication as well as 
individual presentation and interpretation. Notably as a sacrificial resource, Mogel, 
voluntarily commits and engages her lifestyle to the entire Hebrew model of teaching 


spiritual nurture and values. 
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The developmental process for children is complex as Mogel explores and needs the 
parental involvement to permit question and strengthening while enhancing. The 
potentiality in the child must also not be hampered, restrained, held back or stifled in the 
process. The writer agrees that the process is complex but as Mogel ascribes, the process 
does take time, is complicated and requires total dedication of the parents.° 

In the book 1001 Ways to Help Your Child Walk with God, Kathie Reimer has 
crafted an assembly of activities, games, and exercises which families can partake in as 
the nurturing process for parents evolves. While the creative activities primarily are 
scripturally based they illustrate opportunities for intense creative concepts and thought to 
emerge from the child participants. Total creative juices are permitted to flow and evolve 
without restraint. As circumstances may present themselves, the author has selectively 
taken the task of developing the potential activities and providing a solid resource of 
learning for the nurturing parent.’Additionally, this resource provided a scriptural 
reference for intentional study on specific scriptures. 

Raising Spiritual Children, by husband and wife team Patricia and Greg Mapes, 
continues to set the tone in a family based teaching an instructional guide as a basis for 


instruction and guidance in the spiritual development of children. 


°Wendy Mogel, The Blessing of a Skinned Knee (New York, New York: Penguin Group, 2001), 
S56. 
"Reimer, Kathie. 1001 Ways to Help Your Child to Walk with God. Wheaton, Illinois: Tyndale 
House, 1994, 1. 
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The Mapes permit the grievance of families regarding the spirituality of their children to 
be considered normal and a natural component of this parental duty of nurturing.® The 
Mapes find that their role is not to be a resource for all the proper answers but to be a 
Sounding board for tools related to successes and available options. The methodology in 
which the Mapes use advises while it comforts while anticipation is welcomed in the 
process. 

The lessons of the Hebrew bible illustrate often the role and the responsibility that 
is taken during history of a given or specific period. 
Author Ann Linthorst, writes in Mothering as a Spiritual Journey, that the role of a 
mother in the spiritual journey for a child is one of great honor and responsibility. 
Identified as a role which begins at conception the role of the mother is one which is to be 
revered and held as a distinct honor and privilege. There is a period of discovery for the 
mother and child.’ The author does address many areas which often are critical concerns 
for mothers, discipline, emotional balance, sibling rivalry, mutual respect and personal 
crises all arise as areas of concerns. 

The impartation of positive and encouraging parenting will aid in the spiritual 


development of a child.'° 


‘patricia Mapes and Greg Mapes, Raising Spiritual Children (Dayton, Ohio: Nexus Institute, 
2009), 132. 


*Linthorst, Ann Tremaine. Mothering as a Spiritual Journey. New York, New York: The Crossroad 
Publishing Company, 1993, 23. 


Mollie Painton, Encouraging Your Child's Spiritual Intelligence (New York, New York: Artria 
Books, 2007), 11. 
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Therapist Mollie Painton, in the text Encouraging Your Child’s Spiritual Intelligence, 
has ascribe to parent permitting their children to seek and find as a 
component in their own discovery process. Intervention by the parents which is not 
invited by the child becomes a hindrance in the process. The writer invites the parental 
involvement to be open for conversation and willingness to support the thought process 
of the child." 

In Raising Faith-Filled Kids, by Tom McGrath, has decided that the role of 
parents in the spiritual walk of their children is to be the supportive being in their lives. 
Raising children spiritually involves patience I the result yet a guiding hand in the 
development of the child. In addition to being patient in the child spiritual growth, the 
parents must also cleave to the idea that this course will not be fully developed when the 
parent decides it is time. 

The spiritual nurture will evolve in the life of the child as well as the spirituality of the 
parents. Then, the engaging becomes more of a factor which aid this growth such as in 
relationship, practice, and sharing.'* Seeking to engage children in their thoughts and 
their understandings permit the adolescent to create their own personal relationship with 


the God the see and understand. 


bid, 232. 


Tom McGrath, Raising Faith-Filled Kids Ordinary Opportunities to Nurture Spirituality at Home 
(Loyola University, Chicago, Illinois: Loyola Press, 2000), 22. 
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The Spirit of the Child by David Hay and Rebecca Nye engage in shedding light on the 
interpretive values of what the child sees a is of value in a clinical environment. 
The diagnosis of the direction in which a child is growing can enrich the spirituality of 
those they encounter. David Hay and Rebecca Nye in their diverse educational 
backgrounds, effectively clarify that the direction children seek and explore the God in 
their lives does have repellency. The values which begin to develop in children do have 
lasting impact and how they live their lives in the kingdom here on earth. Clinicians of a 
variety of fields can employ the humility that children find in their spiritual excursion. 
Hay and Nye devote energy in the methodology in which children process their thinking 
and create and develop their personal preferences, habits and behaviors. 
Nye adversely acknowledges openly that the interpretations of adults, which may have 
been seen as of little or no value, in fact, bring treasured understanding of the 
development in children."? 

Deepak Chopra in The Seven Spiritual Laws for Parents takes a position of 
addressing the parents and how they must engage or not to engage in the spiritual 
maturity of the child. Sharing his Seven Spiritual Laws" gives direction on how the 
parent can be involved in the nurturing progress but nurture from a distance and let nature 


assume its role. 


David Hay and Rebecca Nye, The Spirit of a Child (Jessica Kingsley Publishers, 2006), 71. 


4 eepak Chopra, The Seven Spiritual Laws for Parents (New York, New York: Harmony Books, 
1997) 25-26. 
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This author not only has a standard design of nurturing children spiritually but creates a 
process in which parents can connect to their child’s process but without direct e 
interference or intrusion. 

Real Kids Real Faith, by Karen Marie Yust former professor at Christian 
Theological Seminary of spiritual formation and Christian education interprets the value 
of what is observed by the adult in the spiritual formation of children. As observations are 
made of children through their spiritual scramble, an observer may desire to assume an 
accountability and proper methodology for interpretation and discernment of the results. 
The guidance which Yust resolves adults can offer is to provide an invitation to the 
child’s exploration of spirituality. The growth of the child will be priceless in the flight. 
Dr. Yust valuates the occurrences of silence, body language and individual strengths and 
weaknesses. The writer considers Yusts’ analogies and concepts critical for adults to have 
an occasion and opening of having rational and qualitative knowledge of what events are 
evolving before them. 

The connections which are made with God by children are the components which 
help develop them and shape them in life. 

In Opening Your Child’s Spiritual Windows, Cheri Fuller, introduces the reader to 
the twelve windows: Spiritual, Enjoying, Wonder, Worship, Loving, Bible, Prayer, 


Ownership, Obedience, Church, Joy, Spiritual Gifts, and Heritage." 


Cheri Fuller, Opening Your Child's Spiitual Windows (Greand Rdapids, Michigan: Zondervan 
Publishing House, 2001), 19. 
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A guiding hand is present as the author offers her suggestions in approaching children in 
their spiritual ride. The classification of the different arenas provides good direction in 
parental approach and source for seeking additional focus. 

Methodology can be complex without the opportunity to draw clarity on the 
subject. Iris M. Yob, in the text, Keys to Teaching Children About God, presents practices 
by which parents and caregivers can learn about God. The author is aware that children 
do have a spiritual awareness however in this book, the author sets aside defined, easily 
and readily available resources teaching tools. The author also reflects that the learning 
phases for children are in stages and the relationship with God will take place over a 
period of time. 

Children can be the resource for teaching adults many things about faith and God. 
Children are a Blessing from God, by Tamara Boggs, is an example of children, their 
innocence, and the simple lessons grown-ups can learn from them. Stories generated from 
mothers and their children uncover the simple nature of children while citing their 
spiritual senses and visualization of who God is and how God is responsive in their lives. 
The simplicity of the text provided tenderness and child-like views of how God can and is 
working in their lives. 

Maturity of a child is in the eyes of the beholder. In the book, Nurturing 
Spirituality in Children, by Peggy Joy Jenkins, illustrates a variety of activities which are 
designed to promote hands-on, visually, and in picture, present to some and serve as a 


guide towards for others, God to children. 
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Creatively, the author uses household items that can be gathered together without much 
preparation and expense to explore with affirmation where children are spiritually.'° 

How to Help your Child Have a Spiritual Life: A Parents Guide to Inner 
Development, by Annette Holander, creates in parents confidence of understanding and 
relating to the spiritual growth of children. The author sifts through a variety of 
circumstance which unfolds in many households of this era and confronts those issues in 
a childlike manner. Discussions and efforts are directed to relate to and “discover” rather 
than “alienate” and denounce. The writer shares through the various illustrative scenarios 
how to be an active participant of the Christian development of the child and offers 
assistance through these explorative adventures. Creative encounters draw parents into 
the child’s perceptions and shares the actual discovery with the parents. 

The book Leading Kids to Jesus by David Staal, shamelessly drives the child and 
the parent through various grinds of processing the thoughts and actions of the child. 
Availing what the child has conceived, the author permits the parent to intercede in a 
procuring manner so to encourage creativity, redirection, and journeying. 

Factors which may additionally distinguish this author from others is that he brings an 
abundance of scriptural reference to possible introduce to the parent and add guided 


spiritual direction to the hands-on nurturing. !” 


8 Jenkins, Peggy Joy. Nurturing Spirituality in Children. New York, New York: Atria 
Publishers, 2008, 16-17. 
” Staal, David. Leading Kids to Jesus. Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan, 2005, 69. 
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The benefit of the scriptural reference also serves as an interpretive resource of inner 
thought and configuration that the child may offer. The inspired co-learning experiences 
developed by this author offer biblical insight and direction for parents. The collaborative 
references in this text justify the children in their thoughts as well as tentative analysis in 


gaining an understanding of their process elimination. 


CHAPTER THREE 
THEORETICAL FOUNDATIONS 


Historical Foundation 


Spirituality Defined 

Children and adults everywhere experience spirituality and practice spirituality in 
a number of manners. For this context spirituality will be defined according to The Upper 
Room Dictionary on Christian Spiritual Formation as: 
...arich and multivalent reality with four strands or levels to which the term applies: 

1) a fundamental dimension of human being; 

2) the full range of human experience as it is brought to be. . . ; 

3) the expression of insights about this experience. . . and 

4) as a lived experience Christian Spirituality is a way of living for God through 

Christ." 
Furthermore, this definition draws more clarity when the discussion drives the writer to 
understand and gain insight that Christian spirituality is living in the Spirit and is 
concerned with every dimension of the body: mind, life, intimacy, work, leisure, rich or 
poor, and many other attributes which cover and blanket the lives of all human kind. 
Perhaps the component of the definition which brings us to a closer understanding of a 


31 
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Formation. Nashville, Tennessee: Upper Room Books, 2003,257-8. 
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Christian spirituality definition would be that there is no single understanding. 
The spiritual world has not developed or created one single ultimate definition. 
The spiritual life continues to draw variety for each application that has ever existed.'? 

Through the definition of Christian spirituality the writer finds that although a 
written definition is offered, since the early Christian centuries there have been issues in 
the understood definition.’ Through the various factions and schools of thought there has 
been continual effort to establish a traditional methodology of practice, description, and 
teaching. In spite of the early Christian century efforts, varied insights have altered the 
gospel message. The traditions have changed through the years. The writings, customs, 
institutions, forms of life have all resolved in different shapes and processes. Fortunately 
for time of the ages, there has been a generated level of acceptance and clarity which has 


1.2! The grace which God has provided for all 


evolved and generally acceptable for al 
permits the values and understandings of Christian spirituality to be a part of the massive 
amount of love which God has for the past, present, and the future church. Spirituality 
being an anointing which is from the Holy Spirit is personal, individual, and a deeply 


rooted joumey. 


‘The Upper Room Dictionary of Christian Spiritual Formation, 259. 
*Tbid., 259. 


2lbid., 259. 
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The Earliest Studies on Children’s Spirituality 

Scholarly journals first began to seek interest regarding children and religion was 
from 1892 to 1930. During this period children’s religious comments were recorded and 
analyzed even when the research topic was not about religion.” The concepts on religion 
and those experiences associated with it are so likely to be explored, attention must be 
carefully administered to draw total relationships as they are and not as they appear as 
other characteristics and were illustrated in notably different manners. In these practices, 
it is more of a holistic and built-in perspective of the child. 77 

G. Stanley Hall was one of the pioneers of early children’s Christian spirituality. 
As a key person in psychology at the turn of the century, after receiving his PhD, he 
founded The American Psychological Association. His did not adopt a conservative 
theology but affirmed the value in studying theology.” Hall also founded the research 
journal Pedagogical Seminary which later became the Journal of Genetic Psychology. 
This journal would then become the first journal to focus on children and educational 


psychology. 


2Allen, Holly Catherton, Donald Ratcliff, Chrin J. Boiyatzis, James Riley Estep Jr., Timothy a. 
Sizemore, T. Wyatt Watkins, Jeffre E. Feinberg, Lina V. Callahan, Michael J. Anthony, Jane Carr, 
Judy Harris Helm, Stacy Berg, Pam Scranton, Sungwon Kim, Marcia McQuitty, Heidi Schultz 
Oschwald, Stephanie Goins, MaLesa Breeding, Dana Kennamer Hood, La Verne Tolbert, Marilyn 
Brownlee, Karen Crozier, John H. Westerhoff II, Catherine Stonehouse, and Scottie May. 
Nurturing Children's Spirituality Christian Perspectives and Best Practices. Eugene, Oregon: 
Wipf and Stock Publishers, 2008, 23. 
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This journal was instrumental in the very beginning in focusing on the developmental 
studies of children and teenagers as well as school related topics.”° 
The journal would include research studies that would concentrate ion more religious 
thought, church related beliefs, and the religious experiences of children. 
Times were different, people were different and the readers certainly were significantly 
different than form the same characters of today. Religious conscientiousness had evolved 


along with the research studies which concentrate on it. 


Children’s Spirituality 
Initially, the question that arises is are there a significant differences in children’s 
spirituality and adult spirituality. The history of scholarly research may suggest an 
answer. Through a variety of scholars and editors whose primary emphasis is work in the 
socio-scientific and generally non religious arena, provide the following as a definition of 
children’s spirituality. 
Spiritual development is the process of growing the intrinsic capacity of oneself- 
transcendence, in which the self is embedded in something greater than the self, 
including the sacred. © It is the development engine that propels the search for 


connectedness, meaning, purpose, and contribution. 


25 allen and others., 23. 
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It is shaped both inside and outside the religious traditions, beliefs, and 

practices.”’ 

The writer found that over the next twenty-five to thirty years there were journals 
that were continuously published such as Religious Education and Studies in Deciet by 
Hugh Hartshorne,” that would explore children’s understandings and experiences of 
religion. George Dawson entered the scene on 1900 and would later write a book which 
would address his own research of children and religion while he also considered the 
degree of interest the children had of the bible.” 

In 1896, Mary Caukins would be the first female psychologist in the United States 
to enter the elite field studying the religiosity in children. 

Caukins was able to consider the implications which religious education and new 
methods for studying children.*° 

During the next few years there were numerous journal publications which sought to 
document the interpretations through essays of these scholars. These documentations 
would be the scholars’ interpretation through essay rather than actual documented activity 


and actions of the children. 


2"hid., 23. 
28 Allen eand others, 23-24. 
2 hid., 23. 
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Like Freud, these were “clinical” reflections on children’s faith?! rather than actual 
responses. Additionally, these thoughts and ideas were documented in journals and were 
considered essentially as good as the actual published research.*” 

From 1930-1960, researchers such as Bovet (1928), Bose( 1929) and Fahs(1929), 
concentrated on the emergence of more complex and statistically committed research on 
children and religion. The next decade would show research which focused and 
emphasized religion in babies.(Fahs, 1930).*? 

The writer finds that time has been a factor in the developments of children and 
their religious values interpretation. In the early 1960’s David Elkind made the 
assumption that children comprehend religion in the same fundamental method as they 
understand concepts in other areas. Consecutively, efforts were placed on institutional 
religion rather than personal religion. Jean Piaget then came on the scene. 

Consistent with researcher Jean Piaget, a newer categorization of children’s 
spirituality was highly respected among developmental psychologists. Piagetian research 
concentrated on cognitive development. These theories were focused on the religious 
thinking of the children. Psychologists began to observe the conceptual over the 


behavioral methodologies. 


pid. 24. 
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Piaget was perhaps the initial concentrations on children’s religion consistent to the 
present day studies.”** 

David Elkind, of the 1960’s conceived a different aspect of religious development 
unexplored before. Elkind explored what religious affiliation the child was associated 
with. Further research entailed Elkind interviewing eight hundred Jewish (1961), Catholic 
(1962) and Protestant (1963) children to determine their level of understanding they had 
of and in their faith tradition.* 

The first stages of faith would start at the age of five to age seven(Appendix J). At 
these beginning years of faith development and early elementary years, there is a 
reflection of general understanding of faith but certainly not fully developed. Elkind 
would the press the children beyond what was a general understanding, it was observed 
that the children would use ethnic or national descriptors.*° 

The second stage reflected stages seven to nine, certain members of religious 
groups were considered the primary basis for their membership. Researcher David Elkind 
continued citing children’s faith stages at ten to twelve years of age. Elkind conceded that 
children who were younger than the age of eleven or twelve were not able to understand 


religion in an abstract manner like that of an adult but in a more concrete means. 


Ibid, 26. 
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Where the child’s understanding changed dramatically and what existed was that the 
child’s inner belief took over external belief as the basis for religious group 


membership.”” 


Stages of Faith Questioned 

Ronald Goldman questioned the possibility that children learn through these 
stages of faith that Elkind conceived. 
The argument allude to, 


” No child under twelve is capable of understanding a religious concept.”*® 


Researcher Ronald Goldman ascribed that for small children, it is difficult for 
them to communicate theologically, and whose studies provided much evidence of these 
facts. In the research Goldman would tell children’s stories from the bible which he 
would then follow with questions. The questions would be used to probe the child’s mind 
and see their comprehension of the stories told. The developments in this research 
produced tremendous controversy among the various scholars in response Ronald 
Goldman responded: 


“T have never made this statement either verbally or in print. . . 
I do not question the capacity of children “to feel their way into 


"pid., 28. 
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Religion’ and indeed advocate this as part of the program of 
worship and exploration with young children. The main difficulty 
is communicating at a verbal level.” 
Goldman further added that it was very difficult for children, especially for small 


children, to communicate theology, and he provided considerable evidence from his 


study.” 


Stage Theories in Spiritual Development 

James Fowler, in 1981, has one of the most long lasting theories regarding 
children’s spiritual formation and development. 
The research of Fowler was built on a broader more theoretical formulation than most 
researchers of this period including Piaget, Erik Erikson and Lawrence Kohlberg. Fowler 
was able to identify phases in development of faith what often and not necessarily 
constantly, correspondent with age. Fowler suggested that faith is not confined to religion 
but involves whatever and individual sees as most important. The emphasis for Fowler 
was more relational to the structure of, rather than, the object of faith. What remain 
constant in Fowler’s theory is the spirals which move through the stages in contrast to the 
liner movements of most other theories. Fowlers’ three stages consisted of where fantasy 
played a primary role and this where the infant has primal faith or was what deemed a 


“lack of” faith. 


39 allen and others., 28. 
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At this infantile stage there is a tremendous amount of trust and imagination verses logic 
controlling the child’s faith. Many of these images are based on influences derived from 
family, church, and the media outlets. Fowler’s second stage corresponded to the child’s 
school years for most people and is called a “mythic-literal faith.” This stage makes 
stories a very important proponent of development and meaning. 

Fowler became the researcher who had developed the most articulate and most 
acceptable process in children’s Christian spirituality. Beyond the three stages already 
discussed the complete listing is as follows: 


¢ Infancy (0-), 


Early Childhood (2-6), 
¢ Childhood (7-12), 
¢ Adolescence (13-20), 
¢ Young Adulthood (21-35), 
¢ Adulthood (35-60), and 
* Maturity (60+).“°(Appendix B) 
The child is able to distinguish mythical from real meaning and God is perceived as one 


who punished and rewards good and punishes evil. 


4° James W. Fowler, Stages of Faith; the Psychology of Human Development and the Quest for Meaning 
(New York, New York: Harper & ow, Publishers, 1981). 
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His third stage concludes with movements toward forming and developing an 
understanding and interpretable knowledge and personal identity moving towards 


adolescence.*! 


Children and Spirituality 1990 to Now 

For over thirty years the Pigeatian/stage approach in children’s religious 
development was predominant with the additional research theories of Goldman, Elkind, 
and Fowler in the United States and the United Kingdom. With the emergence of 
hundreds of researchers and their studies in the nineties, cognitive religious and spiritual 
development took precedence over spiritual experiences.” 

Educator, Barbara Kimes Myers was an advocate of intentional spiritual 
development of preschool children finds that spirituality is socially constructed and 
“spirit” is a biological condition of being human and that “all human beings in every 
culture have a spirit as a life giving force.” 


In addition to the theories of Myers, David Hay suggests that every human being posses a 


biological “spiritual awareness”. 


4] atten and others. 30. 
42 1p id., 30. 
* Thid., 30. 


“4Tbid., 60-61. 
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Furthermore, Haiy attempts to embrace atheists and agnostics in their process by further 
defining children’s spirituality based on Elaine McCreery’s work as ,“Spirituality is an 
awareness that there is something “other“, something greater than the course of everyday 
events.” 
This definition is based on a trigger of events of the home and that are essentially 


events which the home place is the central location: 


°° birth; 

e death, 

e love, 

e trust, 

* joy, 

e sadness, 


¢ special occasions; 


e at school, 


° play, 

e studies, 
e failure, 

* success, 
e drawing, 


¢ painting, 
¢ sorting, 


e reward, and 
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* singing. 
Included in this string of events are activities on television; violence, chaos, murder, 


social taboos, charity and inappropriate or despicable behavior.”° 


Children’s Christianity and Spirituality Further Defined 

The research of Hay and Nye would conclude with the idea of “relational 
consciousness” as the key term that they prefer to define and describe spirituality.” 
In view of the an assortment of definitions and similar definitions and terminology, Hay 
and Myers argue that even before any formal training and education, children do possess 
a spiritual awareness that really should be fostered and not hindered anyway. It is also 
trusted that the multitude of Christian scholars agree that children to posses some sort of 
spiritual awareness but, the arguments still overshadow the question of if this awareness 
is directly related to God. 

In spite of the intentional efforts to derive a concise and succinct definition of 
Christian children’s spirituality, the arguments or discussions continued. Researchers 


have not clearly agreed upon a concise definition of children’s Christian spirituality. 


thid., 60-61. 


Ibid., 61. 


Shirley Morgenthaler of Concordia University in River Forest, Illinois, and Lutheran 
scholar, recommends similar finding as Hay and Nye with the aid of other theologians, 
philosophers, psychologists, and sociologists. Morgenthaler offered a rare and different 
approach on the difficult definition. 

The offering here was, aside from general definitions of spirituality, another 
montage of definitions on Christian spirituality, and very few definitions of children’s 
Christian spirituality, was the child’s development of an awareness of the relationship 
which have been initiated by God. 

In and through baptism, the role of the child’s community in fostering that relationship, 
and child’s understanding of, and response to that relationship.” 

Nevertheless, Don Radcliff, another noted scholar, suggested for the 2006 
Children’s Spirituality Conference on Christian Perspectives, based on previous 


descriptions and academic interpreters suggest the subsequent definition or working 


purposes: 


44 


The child’s development of a conscious relationship with God, in Jesus Christ, 
through the Holy Spirit, within the community of believers that fosters that 
relationship, as well as the child’s understanding of, and response to, that 


relationship.”® 
Many ministries for children address the spiritual formation needs of the adults 


but rarely attempt to address the spiritual formation of the children. 


47 tien and others. 


‘8Ibid.,11. 
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According to David Staal ’what happens next contributes mightily to a ministry’s ability 
to reach full impact.””? The apostle Peter confirms that the gospel is for everyone (Acts 
2:39) where he proclaims that the promise is for you and your children and for all whom 
the Lord our God will call. In using the word child, the Greek translation teknon is 
literally referencing a small child such as a daughter or a son. The text by which Peter is 
referring to is speaking of the salvation of humankind which is available to children. The 
context is further revealed in Romans 10:9 which specify the criterion for salvation.” 

“That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart 

that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” Romans 10:9 NKJV 
The writer sees that this verse clearly articulates that God’s grace saves everyone 
regardless of their age. 

Dr Lisa Hess, theologian, bible scholar, and professor at United Theological 
Seminary, Dayton, Ohio, revealed at a 2012 January intensive seminar, that the faith of a 
child is their own and the faith of adults should not be imposed upon them by surrounding 
adults. Hess further concludes that the stifling stronghold that adults have on children 
continue to impede the impact that children could have on society today. 

Scholars and noted theologians around the globe have presented their positions on 
the status of when a child can comprehend or acknowledges Christ in their lives. Dr. 


James Dobson describes his salvation experiences at the tender age of three. 


“Staal, vAG 


Ibid., 20. 
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Former president and bible scholar of Moody Institute accepted Christ at the age of six. 
Senior Evangelist Billy Graham accepted Christ at the age of sixteen. Viewing the variety 
of ages in which a child can acknowledge or enter into an authentic or enthusiastic 
relationship with Christ, the fact remains that children do have lasting a relationship with 
Christ.*! 

The writer suggests that there is an unfortunate amount of research which has 
been lost due to vicarious handling of available data. Consistent with similar findings, 
researchers, clinicians, psychologists and the like, have since historic research, found the 
data which is now available has made an impact on children and society. 

Children are able to observe and make valuable decisions related to their own 
understanding. With considerable continued evaluation, the research on children’s 


spirituality and Christian values will unveil a new arena of understanding and learning. 


Children and their Spiritual Impact 


Contrary to what is publicly shared, children have been a major component of 
biblical formation and historical events. Looking at where children have made an impact 
on the world, the writer would like to share some of the momentous and life changing 
children and events involving them. God does use children to do many wonderful things. 
Sometimes when adults do not follow what God has instructed, God will use children to 


follow through on a task. 


>" Thid.,30. 
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Resources find that in Sweden, Denmark, and Norway, the public preaching of the word 
was outlawed just after 1800. 
God the inspired child preachers by the hundreds to go an proclaim the coming of Jesus 
Christ. 
Jesus 

Jesus was twelve years old when his parents, traditionally, went to the Feast in 
Jerusalem. (Luke 2:40-51) Through his own infinite wisdom, Jesus was teaching to them 
who were called his elders. Raised in a traditional way of Jewish children, at five they 
would learn the law, first by extracts written on scrolls of the more important passages, 


the Shema, or Psalms 114, 118, 136, and the catechetical teaching in school. * 


Luke 2:40-51 And the Child grew and became strong in spirit, 


filled with wisdom; and the grace of God was upon Him. 41 

His parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the 
Passover. 42 And when He was twelve years old, they went 

up to Jerusalem according to the custom of the feast. 43 When 
they had finished the days, as they retumed, the Boy Jesus 
lingered behind in Jerusalem. And Joseph and His mother did 
not know it; 44 but supposing Him to have been in the company, 
they went a day's journey, and sought Him among their relatives 
and acquaintances. 45 So when they did not find Him, they returned 
to Jerusalem, seeking Him. 46 Now so it was that after three 
days they found Him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the 
teachers, both listening to them and asking them questions. 

47 And all who heard Him were astonished at His understanding 
and answers. 8 So when they saw Him, they were amazed; and 
His mother said to Him, "Son, why have You done this to us? 


The Barker Encyclopedia of Bible People a Comprehensive Who's Who from Aaron to 
Zurishaddi. Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Books, 2006. 277, 440. 
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Look, Your father and I have sought You anxiously." 

And He said to them, "Why did you seek Me? Did you not know 

that I must be about My Father's business?" 50 But they did not 

understand the statement which He spoke to them. 51 Then He 

went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was subject to 

them, but His mother kept all these things in her heart. 52 And 

Jesus increased in wisdom and stature and in favor with God and men. NKJV 


Bethlehem 


The massacre of many infant children was dreadful for this community but the 


impact of that event has changed the landscape of Christianity in the twenty-first century. 


Joash 


Matt. 2:16 Then Herod, when he saw that he was deceived by the wise men, was 
exceedingly angry; and he sent forth and put to death all the male children who 
were in Bethlehem and in all its districts, from two years old and under, according 
to the time which he had determined from the wise men. NKJV 


Young at heart and in age King Joash (Jehoash) began his reign at the tender age 


of seven. 


While still an infant, he was saved from the general massacre of the family by his 
aunt Jehosheba, and evidently was the sole surviving descendant of King Solomon 
(2 Kings 11:1-3). 

His uncle, the high priest Jehoiada, brought him into the public attention when he 
was just seven years old, crowned him and anointed him king of Judah with the 
usual ceremonies. NKJV 


2 Kings 11:21 Seven years old was Jehoash when he began to reign. 


3thid., 182. 
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Reuben 
Reuben was the firstborn of Jacob and Leah whose descendants become one of 


the tribes of Israel. His birthnght was forfeited by a deed of particular infamy 
(Gen.35:22). 


Of this gross crime committed the blessing of his dying father was tumed into a curse. 
As a young boy the scriptures reference Reuben as the boy who brought the 
mandrakes(aphrodisiacs) to his mother.” 

Gen. 30:14 And Reuben went in the days of wheat harvest, and found mandrakes 

in the field, and brought them unto his mother Leah. Then Rachel said to Leah, 

Give me, I pray thee, of thy son's mandrakes NKJV 
Jeremiah 

Jeremiah was a child when God sent him to speak to the people of Israel and warn 
them because they were not obeying God. God told Jeremiah what would happen to them 
if they did not change their ways. At the age of thirteen Jeremiah was anointed as a king. 
Jeremiah 1:4-8 speaks how God formed him in the womb and knew him (as in all and in 
everyone). God spoke to Jeremiah knowing he was a child but told him not to think about 
that.* 

Then the word of the Lord came to me, saying: 

“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; 


Before you were born I sanctified you; 
I ordained you a prophet to the nations.” NKJV 


“ATbid., 83. 466. 


*Thid., 211. 
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Samuel 
Samuel’s mother had promised God that if God would give her a son, she would 

vow to dedicate the life of the child to Him forever. The early life of Samuel was spent in 
Shiloh in service to the Lord. During this time of worship the people would neglect the 
sacrifices required by the law. Samuel continued to minister and one night the Lord called 
him, and Samuel submitted 
(1 Sam 3:1-10). The Lord revealed to Samuel the destiny of Eli and his house. 
(1 Sam. 3:11-18) Samuel was Israel’s famous prophet, kingmaker and last judge. *° 


1 Sam. 3:1-10 Now the boy Samuel continued serving the Lord under Eli’s 
supervision. Word from the Lord was rare in those days; revelatory visions were 
infrequent. 

3:2 Eli’s eyes had begun to fail, so that he was unable to see well. At that time he 
was lying down in his place, 3:3 and the lamp of God had not yet been 
extinguished. Samuel was lying down in the temple of the Lord as well; the ark of 
God was also there. 3:4 The Lord called to Samuel, and he replied, “Here I am!” 
3:5 Then he ran to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But Eli said, “I 
didn’t call you. Go back and lie down.” So he went back and lay down. 3:6 The 
Lord again called, “Samuel!” So Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “Here I 
am, for you called me.” But Eli? said, “I didn’t call you, my son. Go back and lie 
down.” 

3:7 Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord; the word of the Lord had not yet been 
revealed to him. 3:8 Then the Lord called Samuel a third time. So he got up and 
went to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you called me!” Eli then realized that it was 
the Lord who was calling the boy. 3:9 So Eli said to Samuel, “Go back and lie 
down. When he calls you, say, “Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.” So 
Samuel went back and lay down in his place. 3:10 Then the Lord came and stood 
nearby, calling as he had previously done, “Samuel! Samuel!” Samuel replied, 
“Speak, for your servant is listening!” 


% Thid., 126,467. 
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David 
Chosen by God (Psalm 78:70), David was an ancestor of Jesus. David was also 
Israel’s second and greatest and beloved king. (1 Kings 2:11) As an anointed king by the 
prophet Samuel David killed a lion and a bear while still a youth. (1 Sam. 17:34-36) 


David also killed Goliath (1Sam. 17)” 


He also chose David His servant, And took him from the sheepfolds; Psalm 78:70 
Elihu 

Elihu was the fourth and the youngest of the comforters for Job (Job 32:2, 4-6). 
Elihu was a man who was amazingly strong and confident in his approach with Job and 
his challenges. He shared powerful words to Job and they were full of great wisdom. 


Elihu was also able to join David at Ziklag (1Chron. 12:20). 


Perhaps the greatest contributions from Elihu was one of four speeches he gave in Job..* 

Job 23:6-7 
Oh, that I had one to hear me! Here is my mark. Oh, that the Almighty would 
answer me, That my Prosecutor had written a book! Surely I would carry it on my 
shoulder, And bind it on me like a crown; I would declare to Him the number of 
my steps; Like a prince I would approach Him. NKJV 

Esau 


Esau was the eldest son of Isaac and twin brother of Jacob.(Gen 25:25-34; 27;36). 


Esau was also the first born twin of Isaac and Rebekah. 


"hid., 141-151. 


8ipid., 38,415. 
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The brothers are known for their battle while in the womb.” 
Gen. 25: 22-25 
But the children struggled together within her; and she said, “If all is well, why 
am I like this?” So she went to inquire of the LORD. And the LORD said to her:“ 
Two nations are in your womb, Two peoples shall be separated from your body; 
One people shall be stronger than the other, And the older shall serve the 
younger.” 
So when her days were fulfilled for her to give birth, indeed there were twins in 
her womb. And the first came out red. He was like a hairy garment all over; so 
they called his name Esau. NKJV 
Ishmael 
Ishmael was the son of Abraham and Hagar in maternal acknowledgement. 
The formal parenting cam from Sarai who because she was barren and had no child for 
Abraham. Sarai wanted to fulfill the Abrahamic covenant as described in Gen. 15. 
Hager them became a birth mother and second wife as permitted by Sarai from a 
maidservant to bear a child for Abraham. A child for her husband. Ishmael was born 
eleven years after Sarai entered into Canaan (Gen. 16:1-16). Ishmael was also a 
commander in the time of Johoiada and Joash (2Chron. 23:1). Abraham chose to include 


his entire household as a part of the covenant and Ishmael became the first recorded 


circumcision at the age of thirteen. 


bid., 60, 61, 417. 
Mbid., 51, 430. 
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Gen. 17 NKJV 


The Sign of the Covenant 

17 When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram and said 
to him, “I am Almighty God; walk before Me and be blameless. 2 And I will make 
My covenant between Me and you, and will multiply you exceedingly.” 3 Then 
Abram fell on his face, and God talked with him, saying: 4 “As for Me, behold, 
My covenant is with you, and you shall be a father of many nations. 5 No longer 
shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have 
made you a father of many nations. 6 I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I 
will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. 7 And I will establish 
My covenant between Me and you and your descendants after you in their 
generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and your descendants 
after you. 8 Also I give to you and your descendants after you the land in which 
you are a stranger, all the land of Canaan, as an everlasting possession; and I will 
be their God.” 9 And God said to Abraham: “As for you, you shall keep My 
covenant, youand —your descendants after you throughout their generations. 10 
This is My covenant which you shall keep, between Me and you and your 
descendants after you: Every male child among you shall be circumcised; 11 and 
you shall be circumcised in _ the flesh of your foreskins, and it shall be a sign of 
the covenant between Me and you. 


12 He who is eight days old among you shall be circumcised, every male child 
in your generations, he who is born in your house or bought with money from any 
foreigner who is not your descendant. 13 He who is born in your house and he 
who is bought with your money must be circumcised, and My covenant shall be in 
your flesh for an everlasting covenant. 14 And the uncircumcised male child, who 
is not circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin, that person shall be cut off from his 
people; he has broken My covenant.” 15 Then God said to Abraham, “As for 
Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. 16 
And I will bless her and also give you a son by her; then I will bless her, and she 
shall be a mother of nations; kings of peoples shall be from her.” 17 Then 
Abraham fell on his face and laughed, and said in his heart, “Shall a child be born 
to a man who is one hundred years old? And shall Sarah, who is ninety years old, 
bear a child?” 18 And Abraham said to God, “Oh, that Ishmael might live before 
You!” 19 Then God said: “No, Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and you shall 
call his name Isaac; I will establish My covenant with him for an everlasting 
covenant, and with his descendants after him. 20 And as for Ishmael, I have heard 
you. Behold, I have blessed him, and will make him fruitful, and will multiply 
him exceedingly. He shall beget twelve princes, and I will make him a great 
nation. 21 But My covenant I will establish with Isaac, whom Sarah shall bear to 
you at this set time next year.” 22 Then He finished talking with him, and God 
went up from Abraham. 
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23 So Abraham took Ishmael his son, all who were born in his house and all who 
Were bought with his money, every male among the men of Abraham’s house, 
and circumcised the flesh of their foreskins that very same day, as God had said to 
him. 24 Abraham was ninety-nine years old when he was circumcised in the flesh 
of his foreskin. 25 And Ishmael his son was thirteen years old when he was 
circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin. 26 That very same day Abraham was 
circumcised, and his son Ishmael; 27 and all the men of his house, born in the 
house or bought with money from a foreigner, were circumcised with him. 
Elisha 
Elisha was the successor of Elijah and the chief of the tribe of Benjamin (1 Chron. 
8:27). An married to a foreign wife during the exile (Ezra 10:21, 26,). Known for his 
fearlessness against King Ahab and Queen Jezebel Elisha was a grand prophet considered 
to be the greatest and most romantic character Israel ever produced. Perhaps some of the 
achievements of Elisha were not as a child, but in using a child and raising her from the 
dead (she then sneezed seven times). This act was in fact a great miracle and gives this 
prophet an entry for this model (2 Kings 4:34, 35).°! 
2 Kings 4:34,35 
And he went up and lay on the child, and put his mouth on his mouth, his eyes on 
his eyes, and his hands on his hands; and he stretched himself out on the child, 
and the flesh of the child became warm. 35 He retumed and walked back a forth in 
the house, and again went up and stretched himself out on him; then the child 
sneezed seven times, and the child opened his eyes. NKJV 
Elisha was well known for his many tasks and accomplishments such as the following 
from the New King James Version Bible: 


1 Kings 17:1-7 Elijah escapes to the wilderness, where he is miraculously fed by ravens. 


1 Kings 18:25-29 Elijah defensively challenges the priests of Baal to offer sacrifices. 


$'fbid.,240,414. 
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1 Kings 18:40 Elijah kills the prophets of Baal. 
I Kings 19:1-148 Elijah escapes to the wilderness from the fierceness of Jezebel. 
1 Kings 19:18 Elijah fasts for forty days. 
I Kings 9:11-18 Elijah consultation was given to Hiram. 
1 Kings 17:14-16 Elijah performed miracle: increased oil of widow. 
1 Kings 18:24, 36,38 Elijah caused fire to consume the sacrifice. 
In the historic actions of Elijah the monumental events are many. Along with the 
accomplishments of Elijah he also was prophetic. In foretelling of the drought ( 1Kings 
17:3, prophesized of the death of Ahaziah (2 Kings 1:2-17), and spoke of the destruction 
of Ahab and his house.” 
1 Kings 17:3 
““Get away from here and tum eastward, and hide by the Brook Cherith, which 
flows into the Jordan. 
Ichabod 2 Kings 4:21 
As Ichabod was being born, his mother was also hearing of the death of his father. 
1 Sam. 4:21 
Then she named the child Ichabod, saying, “The glory has departed from Israel!” 
because the ark of God had been captured and because of her father-in-law and 
her husband. 


The story of Ichabod is perhaps not the most intriguing of all the children who made an 


impact in bible history, never-the-less, the story of Ichabod is one which is noteworthy. 


Sr hid., 240,-242,414. 
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In observance of the how the impact young children can or has had in Christianity and 


biblical history, other noteworthy characters are important to be mentioned. 


Moses was hidden at the edge of a river to avoid being killed. (Exodus 2:3). 
But when she could no longer hide him, she took an ark of bulrushes for him, 
daubed it with asphalt and pitch, put the child in it, and laid it in the reeds by the 


river’s bank. 


Joseph, the son of Jacob, was seventeen years old when he was sold into slavery 
(Gen. 37:2, 27)“ 


But when she could no longer hide him, she took an ark of bulrushes for him, 
daubed it with asphalt and pitch, put the child in it, and laid it in the reeds by the 


river’s bank. 


Mephilbosheth was dropped by his nurse and was then crippled for life. 
(2 Sam.4:4)° 


Jonathan, Saul’s son, had a son who was lame in his feet. He was five years old 
when the news about Saul and Jonathan came from Jezreel; and his nurse took 
him up and fled. And it happened, as she made haste to flee, that he fell and 
became lame. His name was Mephibosheth. 


Timothy was said to be around the age of seventeen when he was with the apostle 
Paul. (1Tim. 4:12, 15) 


Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to the believers in word, in 
conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity. 


Tbid., 87-92, 456. 
*Tbid., 75-77, 443. 
Sthid., 153452. 
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Theological Foundation 


Senior Class of Theology 


Children’s theology shows no differentiation than that of an adult in its actual 


existence. The writer agrees with Eugene Peterson who says: 


“the family is a major component in children’s theology and their spiritual 


development. Child spirituality and adults are not too different.”©” 


The consequences for children rest in their inability to express fully their relationships 
and their restrained state for expressing themselves in religion and their Christian identity. 
The issue that baffles most adults that these small humans do posses a theological 
position but do not have the words, like adults, nor the insight to fully and completely 
express themselves. The liberation of theology in children is bound and restricted as that 
of women, the Latino cultures, and African Americans. 

Historians such as James Cone, Susan Thistlethwaite, and Justo Gonzales have 
held the position of “liberation theology” as their position of expression for their own 
religious convictions and restraints. Each theologian has their own pertinent complaint of 


dissatisfaction, remorse, and disdain. 


57 Peterson, Eugene H. The Message/Remix. Colorado Springs, CO:, Navpress, 2003. 
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James H. Cone particularly states that theology is a theology that is a discipline which 
functions within the entire Christian community. Additionally, Cone sees Christian 
theology not as a Christian theology because it is an isolation of the blacks or African 
American condition.“The writer can make the novice assumption that a complete 
theology is a theology that will be inclusive of the entire community and exclude no one 
even children. 

In Liberation Theology, the victim is characterized by their inability to freely and 
openly express themselves. The cause and effect for children is that they are not permitted 
to express themselves because of restraints being imposed upon them by their adult 
caretakers. The childlike expression of faith has a value which unlike a child, adults 
cannot express. The restraints which do not permit, allow or even completely deny, are 
the emancipation and release that children seek expression in. 

The researcher finds that children have a like-minded position of theology because 
of their lack in ability to fully express their Christian or spiritual positions like children 
(Matt. 18:3). Dr. Terry Thomas challenged the childlike behavior from what Donald T. 
Phillips stated. He wrote: 

Children look at the world without prejudiced views 
because they are seeing things for the first time...and 
because they have not lived long enough to have their 
views prejudiced by personal experience or the opinions 
of others...Such an outlook on life allows individuals 


the ability to come up with creative ideas that the vast 
majority of the population cannot conceive. . . 


68 james H. Cone, Black Theology and Black Power (New York, New York: Orbis Books, 1969). 
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there are no prejudicial “cataracts” clouding their vision.” 


John Wesley may have been, perhaps, the first theologian who initiated and 


conwibuted to the thought process of Christian Spirituality and “stages” of Christian life 


and faith. Wesley was presenting stages of Christian Spirituality in terms of the action of 


God’s grace; prevenient grace, The United Methodist Book of Discipline (2004) defines 


prevenient grace as: 


... the divine love that surrounds all humanity and precedes any and all of our 
conscious impulses. This grace prompts our first wish to please God, our first 
glimmer of understanding concerning God's will, and our ‘first slight transient 
conviction' of having sinned against God. God's grace also awakens in us an 
earnest longing for deliverance from sin and death and moves us toward 
repentance and faith, 

justifying grace or accepting grace is that grace, offered by God to all people, that 
we receive by faith and trust in Christ, through which God pardons the believer of 
sin. It is in justifying grace we are received by God, in spite of our sin. In this 
reception, we are forgiven through the atoning work of Jesus Christ on the cross. 
The justifying grace cancels our guilt and empowers us to resist the power of sin 


and to fully love God and neighbor. 


Rev. Dr. Terry Thomas, Becoming a Fruit Bearing Disciple (Raliegh, North Carolina: Voice of 


Rehoboth Publishing, 2005). 
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¢ Today, justifying grace is also known as conversion, "accepting Jesus as your 
personal Lord and Savior," or being "born again". John Wesley originally called 
this experience the New Birth. This experience can occur in different ways; it can 
be one transforming moment, such as an altar call experience, or it may involve a 
series of decisions across a period of time. 

e sanctifying grace of God which sustains the believers in the journey toward 
Christian Perfection: a genuine love of God with heart, soul, mind, and strength, 
and a genuine love of our neighbors as ourselves. Sanctifying grace enables us to 
respond to God by leading a Spirit-filled and Christ-like life aimed toward love. In 
Methodism, a man who has experienced entire sanctification can be absolutely 
sure he will reach heaven. 

¢ Such a man can lose all inclination to evil and can gain perfection in this life. 
Wesley never claimed this state of perfection for himself but instead insisted the 
attainment of perfection was possible for all Christians. 

What shaped Wesley was that his preoccupation was to lead men and women to 
salvation by guiding them or perhaps nurturing them while also assuring them that grace 
was available to them. The availability of grace was an avenue of empowerment and 


growth.”° 


Wesley, John. "Sermon 94 on Family and Religion." Sermon, Northwest Nazarene University, 1783. 
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The writer considers the importance of grace as it related to children due to the availing 
opportunities afforded children. There is an additional opportunity for childre4n to freely 
express their thoughts and ideals in relationship to religious understandings. Wesley is 
inclusive, intentional and direct as he refers to “all” and their ability to be representative 
in their spiritual development, growth. 

In instructions and critically, John Wesley wrote three sermons related to the 
children, Sermon 94 Family and Religion, Sermon 95 Education of Children, and Sermon 
96 Obedience to Parents. Sermon 94 was John Wesley’s effort to address his responsible 
response to his service in three areas: 

e What it is to serve the Lord, 
e Who are included in that expression, “my house”, and 
° What we can do, that we and our house may serve the Lord.” 

Component number two was an address of the men of the family and how and 
where they held responsibility. Men were dutifully responsible to take care of all the 
needs of the family and train up the wife and children in all holiness and fit them for the 
enjoyment of God in eternity. 

Furthermore, Wesley is careful in the specific care that he see fit in the nurture of 


children.” 


pid., pt. 1. 


tbid., pt. 2. 
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Discipline is needed as a key responsibility for children and in Proverbs 13:24 
reads, He who spares the rod hates his son, but he who loves him is careful to discipline 
him. Wesley concedes that this is a plain commandment which ought to be obeyed for 
them that fear God. 

Driving in the same vein of educating the children, Wesley instructs the man to 
instruct every person under their roof and they have all the knowledge necessary for 
salvation. The home inhabitants, wife, children and servants are to be taught all those 
things which belong to their eternal peace. The instruction states that these persons enjoy 
all the public means of instruction. Additionally, on the Lord’s day in particular, the man 
should specify what is necessary to be done at home that they may have an opportunity of 
attending all the ordinances of God. Time should be taken for reading, meditation, prayer 
and that time be allotted for practice what is being leamed and shared. No days should 
pass without serious family prayer.” 

With direction to instruction and nurture of children, John Wesley, stated that 
there should be early, plain, frequent and patient lessons towards them. 

Supporting this model from the writer, John Wesley affirms that as adults the 


truth which is imparted in children may begin to shine earlier than adults are apt to think. 


ibid, pt. 3. 
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Lastly, John Wesley imparts that parents should not only speak of the best things but the 
things of God and that no opportunities be lost in children gain truth and understanding of 
the Word of God.” 

The concepts which have shaped the early foundational and formative years of a 
child’s religious being currently are similar to that of ancient times. Thousands of years 
have gone by in which the role of the mother in the Western hemisphere was to bear the 
responsibility in the directing and nurture the children. It was the role of the mother to 
conceive and care for the home and family in all it has to bring forth. The role of the 
woman was to be the pillar or force of the family which kept the “focus” the family, the 
main focus and consideration. The noble role in motherhood was considered the most 
honored role in the Hebrew household. 

John Chrysostom, on the other hand, had distinctive direction for parents 
regarding their spiritual growth and nurture. Chrysostom was one a part of the ancient 
Roman Empire which questioned the specific instruction to Christian doctrine. The first 
inquiry was to the instruction of Christian children and secondly to converts. The 
instruction had been laid down and set out by Paul in his letter to the Ephesians (6:1-4). 
With the exception of John Chrysostom, the orthodox fathers do not in connection with 
the New Testament; give insight and concern for the controversial components of 


Christian education. 


bid., pt. 3. 


>, aistner, M.L. W. Christianity & Pagan Culture in the Later Roman Empire Together with an 
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The issue arose on the continued urgency of education of children and onward to secular 
studies and be acquainted to the wrath. The other interpretation was that parents could 
provoke their children’s anger by whipping them unreasonably. ”° 

Chrysostom very closely resembles the writer’s virtues in the test model of 
nurturing children while they are young and conceptualizes the heart, mind and soul of a 
young child as a par of a theatre audience waiting for the show to begin. The care is with 
much tendermess and carefulness to not damage or hinder growth. 

Although Chrysostom came under much scrutiny from his peers on his beliefs, he 
continued to pursue and argue his desires in teaching children. The philosophical 
companionship in which Chrysostom connected were Quintilian and Plato. The thought 
that these parties constantly participated took much fondness to include their vocabulary 
especially in the verb “to train”.” 

The writer finds that Chrysostom’s Address on Vainglory and the Right Way for 
Parents to Bring Up Their Children. This text was not originally inserted in his original 
works because of the tremendous amount of controversy which its topic caused. 

It was not until 1914 that a new edition of the Greek text was brought out by Franz 


Schultz. 


English Translation of John Crysostom's Address on Vainglory and the Right Way for Parents to 
Bring up Their Children. Ithaca, New York: Comel! University Press, 1951, 30. 


*Ibid., 35. 


MM pid., 78. 


65 
The ninth homily on I Timothy, Chrysostom gives more general directions on their 
bringing up of children which seem to epitomize what he stated more fully in the address: 
“Bring up your children in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord (Ephesians 6:4) with much correction. Youth 
is a wild thing and needs many to be set over it, teachers, 
tutors, attendants, nurses; for even with so many safeguards 
it can scarce be kept in check. Like unto some untamed 
steed, some untamable wild creature, such is youth.” 

Chrysostom compares the right training of youth to that which is likened to the 
training of Olympic athletes and victors. The example used would be the nurturing which 
occurred for Hannah and Samuel. It was that as a child that Samuel would indeed 
minister I Samuel 2:11 and 3:1 as a young child.” 

With intent on the family structure to take care of the children by the nurture and 
proper rearing by the previous generation was continuously reiterated in the address On 
Vainglory. Remarks were brought up to rightly bring up children and that fathers should 
be concerned with giving their sons worldly possessions and not have concern for their 
souls. Chrysostom commented that children are tender age they can be molded and 
trained. Added input indicated that fathers have the most remarkable and golden statues 


in their houses, their children. The children of the father should be trained day by day and 


narrowly watched and their souls adorned. * 


781pid., 82. 
1 pid.,82. 


81pid., 96. 
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Eamestly and specifically, Chrysostom would approach the responsibilities of the 
father to be careful and intentional in the rearing of their children. Children were a 
specimen of fruit which needed to be handled with tender loving care. Children were 
inhabitants of a city where the father way the king ruling over the city. The citizens of the 
city were strangers and easy to direct to accept the laws given them. *! 
If the citizens followed the laws and the rules set before them then they would be strong 
and uphold the law. The need to train boys from the earliest to be patient when they suffer 


wrong doing and they will then learn to refrain from anger but be gracious and kind.” 


Tbid., 97. 


81h id., pp., 102-109. 


Biblical Foundation 
Old Testament 


For He established a testimony in Jacob, and appointed a law in Israel, Which He 
commanded our Fathers. That they should make them known to their children; 
That the generations to come might know them, The children who would be born, 
That they may arise an declare them to their children, That they may arise and 
declare them to their children, That they may set their hope in God. 

Psalm 78:5-7 NKJV 


King Solomon is perhaps the pinnacle of all kings of Israel as well as the 
youngest. At this juncture this young king confesses his innocence to God. 
1Kings3:6-9 is the account which King Solomon admits his lack of ability. 


1Kings3:6-9 

And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your 
servant my father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in 
righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you: and you have kept 
for him this great and steadfast love, and have given him a son to sit on the 
throne today. And now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant king 
in place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not 
know how to go out or come in. 


And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a 
great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. Give your servant 
therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between 
good and evil; for who can govern this your great people? 


Young Solomon was the third king to the rule of Israel( 971-931 B.C.) and builder of the 


known Solomon’s Temple on Mount Moriah. The temple was constructed on the 


instructions which Solomon’s predecessor David received from God and passed on to 


him(1Chron. 28:1 1-13). 
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Roberts, Beverly, and David Peterson, eds. The New Interpreter's Bible, One Volume 
Commentary. Nashville, TN: Abingdon, Press, 2010, 216-17. 
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The Old Testament is very vague in its relationship of children and who they represent. 
The status of children in the Old Testament was based on being a participant in their 
earthly life and the life of Israel. Israelites, inclusively, were all considered as a human 
race “a child of God” or “children of God.” There were no distinctions on the physical 
age or of their intelligence level in knowing God. All were considered the have the ability 
of knowing God and a shared relationship of the god or Gods in their lives. 

With a willingness to be obedient to the Deuteronomic Covenant/Code (10:26) 
which God has already established in Israel. God is defining His expectations of the 
people without disdain. Love, respect, creating relationship and give of the whole heart 
will leave no mysteries of how Israel will live. 

Deut 10:14-18...14-18 Look around you: Everything you see is God's—the 
heavens above and beyond, the Earth, and everything on it. But it was your 
ancestors who God fell in love with; he picked their children—that's you!—out of 
all the other peoples. That's where we are right now. So cut away the thick 
calluses from your heart and stop being so willfully hardheaded. God, your God, 
is the God of all gods, he's the Master of all masters, a God immense and powerful 
and awesome. 

He doesn't play favorites, takes no bribes, makes sure orphans and widows are 


treated fairly, takes loving care of foreigners by seeing that they get food and 
clothing. The Message Bible 


8Thid.,120. 
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Word Study 

The writer chose to illustrate a word study on the word children” and “child of 
God.” The varieties of explicit and insightful definitions assist the writer in identifying 
the relationships the parents had to and for their children. The Old Testament depicts a 
familial guidance and nurtunng relationship as a part of a responsibility that would be 
relevant to the building of the kingdom of God. 

The relationship building in the Hebrew family would be the foundational 
building of the Hebrew family and the strong ethical bond of the Jews. (Exodus 20:12) 
Every family creates a Shalom bayit or a respect for every member of the family, their 
individual needs, individual well-being, and mutual respect of everyone. Through the 
Jewish mitzvahs’ observations of the Jewish week and year, relationship building 
continues and the nurturing of the family and individual needs and guidance are 
embraced. The family was inclusive of all persons (Deut 10:17-18). 

The communities of believers, or Israelites, were specifically instructed to be a 
communal participant in the rearing and developmental process of all children. 

While the mother was the responsible party of the household, the father was the laborer 
outside the home. Hebrew tradition speaks of the child as God’s promise to Israel’s 
ancestors (Gen. 15:4-5). The child was a continuation of the family hence childlessness 
was considered of ill fate and believed to be punishment form God. 

In the Old Testament the word “child” is used thirty-three times and twenty times in the 
New Testament. The word “children” in the Old Testament refers to the Israelites as 


young Christians not someone young in age. 
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Moreover, Psalm 127:3 shares those children were a blessing from God, 
especially male children. Children were considered part of the promise from God to 
Israel’s’ ancestors in Genesis 15:4-5. The purpose of having children is to teach and 
nurture them in the wisdom which God was showing them. The child had a responsibility, 
according to Mosaic Law, to honor their father and mother, support them in their old age, 
and have a different behavior around their parents. 

There were some societies in which the son had certain rights above the 
daughters. Many of the inherited rights of the sons were not availed to the daughters 
unless there were no sons in that family. (Num 27:8). The responsibility of the father was 
to care for the daughter until she became of age which was about twelve and to care for 
the sons until they turned about thirteen.® Parents had the distinct responsibility to bring 
the education, specifically religious, as the Mosaic law required the teaching and in the 


rite of Passover. 


8 Reader's Digest Illustrated Dictionary of Bible Life and Times, s.v. "Reader's Digest Illustrated 
Dictionary of Bible Life and Times." 


§6thid.,72. 
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New Testament 

And ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath; 

but bring them up in the nurture and the admonition of the Lord. Eph.6:4 
New Testament Analysis 

In the New Testament scripture, there is an inclusiveness of all humankind to be 
witness to God. This inclusiveness was not just for adults but include “all children” of 
God. The New Testament was intentional to not single out “them” whether they be and 
adult or even a small child. The Word of God was an opportunity by which all nations, all 
races, creeds, and all listeners were availed the blessings. This passage furthermore is a 
continuous conversation between Peter and God. Arguably, Peter concedes that God is 
the God for all persons, even Jews.®” 

Acts 10:44...the Holy God is for all of “them” who hear the word....44-46. No 

sooner were these words out of Peter's mouth than the Holy Spirit came on the 

listeners. The believing Jews who had come with Peter couldn't believe it, couldn't 

believe that the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out on "outsider" non-Jews, but 

there it was—they heard them speaking in tongues, heard them praising God. 

The Message Bible 

Parents were charged with duties to their children in the Old Testament. 
In the New Testament, the duties of the parents continue in a more instructional manner 
contrary to a caregiver in the Old Testament. 
A household code was set in the New Testament as well as a typical form of Christian 
rearing. 


®’Roberts, Beverly, and David Peterson, eds. The New Interpreter's Bible, One Volume 
Commentary. Nashville, TN: Abingdon, Press, 2010.,748. 


fie) 

This code is described as an origination of the Hellenistic conversations on the 
management of the home. 
Additionally, this text is a call for the mutual submission of the Father from whom each 
family member carries their name and avoidance of severe measures of punishment. The 
call is for love and accountability of all leadership of the family.™ 

Eph 6:4 

Fathers, don't exasperate your children by coming down hard on them. Take them 

by the hand and lead them in the way of the Master. The Message Bible 

The writer find that this is a text of cooperation from everyone. In celebration of 
the power of God. Throughout this text the address is to the diverseness of the community 
of God. An agreement is made to the acceptance of each individual contribution that is 
made to the Body of Christ regardless of their maturity, age, economic status or 
understanding of God. The continued agreement that everyone has a contribution to lend 
an ear. The unity of the community is the focus making the Word of God the table for 
unity and agreement. As we are all “children of God” in an inclusiveness, everyone is 
bound towards hearing our Heavenly Fathers’ or Heavenly Masters’ commands and 
instructions.” 

Eph 6:1-9...children’s duties...1-3 Children, do what your parents tell you. This 

is only right. "Honor your father and mother" is the first commandment that has a 

promise attached to it, namely, "so you will live well and have a long life." 


4Fathers, don't exasperate your children by coming down hard on them. Take 
them by the hand and lead them in the way of the Master. 


8tpid., 837-8. 


® Thid., 838-9. 
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5-8 Servants, respectfully obey your earthly masters but always with an eye to 
obeying the real master, Christ. Don't just do what you have to do to get by, but 
work heartily, as Christ's servants doing what God wants you to do. And work 
with a smile on your face, always keeping in mind that no matter who happens to 
be giving the orders, you're really serving God. Good work will get you good pay 
from the Master, regardless of whether you are slave or free. 

9 Masters, it's the same with you. No abuse, please, and no threats. You and your 
servants are both under the same Master in heaven. He makes no distinction 
between you and them. The Message Bible 


As life begins in the new community of believers, these instructions are to 
Wage a war nit against each other but war against the flesh. The Spirit is the leading 
commander of this war and that the one who is leading through God’s grace is far more 
powerful than the spiritual warfare that is being encountered. Continued faithfulness and 
dedication to what God has for His people will always prevail in this war.” 


Gal 5:18-26 My counsel is this: Live freely, animated and motivated by God's 
Spirit. Then you won't feed the compulsions of selfishness. For there is a root of 
sinful self-interest in us that is at odds with a free spirit, just as the free spirit is 
incompatible with selfishness. These two ways of life are antithetical, so that you 
cannot live at times one way and at times another way according to how you feel 
on any given day. Why don't you choose to be led by the Spirit and so escape the 
erratic compulsions of a law-dominated existence? 

19-21 It is obvious what kind of life develops out of trying to get your own way 
all the time: repetitive, loveless, cheap sex; a stinking accumulation of mental and 
emotional garbage; frenzied and joyless grabs for happiness; trinket gods; magic- 
show religion; paranoid loneliness; cutthroat competition; all-consuming-yet- 
never-satisfied wants; a brutal temper; an impotence to love or be loved; divided 
homes and divided lives; small-minded and lopsided pursuits; the vicious habit of 
depersonalizing everyone into a rival; uncontrolled and uncontrollable addictions; 
ugly parodies of community. I could go on. This isn't the first time I have warned 
you, you know. If you use your freedom this way, you will not inherit God's 
kingdom. 22-23 But what happens when we live God's way? He brings gifts into 
our lives, much the same way that fruit appears in an orchard—things like 
affection for others, exuberance about life, serenity. 


Wbid., 831. 
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We develop a willingness to stick with things, a sense of compassion in the heart, 
and a conviction that a basic holiness permeates things and people. 

We find ourselves involved in loyal commitments, not needing to force our way in 
life, able to marshal and direct our energies wisely. 23-24 Legalism is helpless in 
bringing this about; it only gets in the way. Among those who belong to Christ, 
everything connected with getting our own way and mindlessly responding to 
what everyone else calls necessities is killed off for good—crucified. 


25-26 Since this is the kind of life we have chosen, the life of the Spirit, let us 
make sure that we do not just hold it as an idea in our heads or a sentiment in our 
hearts, but work out its implications in every detail of our lives. That means we 
will not compare ourselves with each other as if one of us were better and another 
worse. We have far more interesting things to do with our lives. Each of us is an 
original. The Message Bible 


Jesus affirms the welcoming spirit of children to the Kingdom of God. As 
Disciples the forbidding nature to obstruct babies or them not of maturity is given a 
warning. Jesus has previously wamed (17:21) of this negative action. In love and 
welcoming spirit, Jesus continues to encourage the children as model participants in the 
Kingdom of God. 

Luke 18:15-17 People brought babies to Jesus, hoping he might touch them. 

When the disciples saw it, they shooed them off. Jesus called them back. "Let 

these children alone. Don't get between them and me. These children are the 

kingdom's pride and joy. Mark this: Unless you accept God's kingdom in the 
simplicity of a child, you'll never get in." The Message Bible 

15 Then they also brought infants to Him that He might touch them; but when the 

disciples saw it, they rebuked them. 16 But Jesus called them to Him and said, 

“Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the 

kingdom of God. 17 Assuredly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the 

kingdom of God as a little child will by no means enter it.” NKJV 

Lastly, the writer wished to add that the context is further supported in the New 
Testament in Acts 2: 9. . .the promised land is for you and your children. . . and Acts 


10:44...the Holy God is for all of “them” who hear the word. . . 


As additional testimony to God and the willingness to let “children” both grown and 


young in age to experience His goodness. 


TS 


Chapter Four - Methodology 


IN THE BEGINNING 


The writer for this project was determined and convinced at an early age that she 
had been provided for and exposed to a very constructive and beneficial spiritual leaning, 
growing and nurtunng environment. Dr. Terry Thomas reflects in a pastoral reflection in 
Miles Jones’ Principle of Preaching how he received a lot of solid values from his 
mother. Additionally, he identified how his foundations was based on what was provided 
to him as a small child and what you become as an adult is based on what you have 
learned as a child.”! Finally, comment was made by a participating parent to the nurture of 
children in that “you gotta give it to them, and you gotta give it to them early.” 

The writer found that the religious and spiritual foundation was intended to be one 
which was wholesome and created an atmosphere where she was the main focus and her 
spiritual development remained the most important factor in her spiritual development 
and nurture. 

The active participation of the writer was in her young age. With the extensive 
encouragement of family, relatives, church and the school, the writer was enabled to be 
fully engaged in learning who God was in her life and what God would mean to her. 
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*!Thomas, Terry. "A Miles Jones' Principle of Preaching Imparting a Glow Upon the Truth." 60, 
2010, 9. 


*2Tbid. , 10. 
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In this pubescent stage of “knowing God”, the author was an active participant and 


wanted to be able to share her experiences with others when she was older. 


The Situation 

Much of the creative process of the exercised project was patterned from the 
Jewish story telling or intentionally designed Christian Midrash. The project, as designed, 
is projected to engage all participating parties and engage observers in an environment of 
understanding biblical stories as an alternative means of communication with these 
stories as they are shared and discussed. Additionally, participants in the project model 
are required to set aside personal time, minimal of one hour to create the appropriate 
environment to share family stories, history, and background information. 

The intentionally selected site is the home of the model personnel. A curriculum 
specially selected to engage all parties will be supplied along with resources which can be 
used to facilitate the activities selected by the adults to partake in the Christian Midrash. 

Midrash is an interpretative tool Jewish families use to interpret every word, 
letter, or even keyswoke in the Jewish Torah. The focus is on the biblical narratives or 
stories. The variety of understandings that evolve from the Midrash. 

Compiled teachings in a book, a specific book or verse, a particular method or way of 
reading a verse or scripture, and interpretation of pictures drawing focus on understanding 


and often intense study. 


fas 
In the Christian Midrash the examination process by the adults will find them listening to 
and observing the response of the child or children participants in a selected Christian 
activity or responsive study. 
These activities will be relevant to the language the child or children use to express what 
they see, feel, or understand in the exercises as well as possible thought process from any 
familial, church or spiritual experiences. Notation is also solicited in the adult participants 
notating any and all responses which may be deemed unusual or pertinent to the study 
The writer finds that the designed project will be able to better draw conclusions and 


evaluations if all aspects of the model are noted and submitted. 


The Selection Process 

As the decision of which subjects to consider for the test, the researcher has been 
in constant observation of potential participant subjects and context in which to draw 
from. The writer eventually made a decision on five families of mixed ages and family 
composition, all African American, for this initial study. This researcher in her 
observations did seek to obtain participant subjects whom would consider this project: 
an important developmental concern for their child or children, an issue which is not 
being addressed in their religious community or household, a personal interest in the 
results, a personal interest in the work of the researcher, a personal interest in the 
continued ministry of the researcher, a desire to make a difference in the lives of their 
children and other children, a willing spirit to assist the researcher in her studies, and 


an intentional effort to document and assist this project with integrity and intentionality. 
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The researcher selected five families who were delighted to contribute in the study and 


desired to follow instructions as articulated and record efficiently as requested. 


The Project Resources 

In the search for the appropriate children’s activities, the researcher was 
unwavering to identify creative materials and projects which served a stimulating, 
educational and enjoyable environment for growth and nurture. 
As an educator, the researcher felt that she had some inside understanding and knowledge 
from her professional and professional observations, of what would stimulate and incite 
desired behavior from participating families. 

Additionally, with the selected activities by the researcher and the families, on 
separate occasions, resources which would aid the activity were supplied by the writer. 


Theses supplies included: 


construction paper, 
e crayons, 
e stapler, 


e scissors, 

e popsicle sticks, 
e glue, 

e beads, 

e coloring pages, 


e cotton balls, 


19 


tape, 


stickers, 

Scissors, 

ruler, 

pencils, 

pens 

children’s bible, 

journal, 

notebook with activity pages, and 


a tote bag for all materials. 


Each family was also gifted with either a book or appropriate toy for the child and one 


adult family member. 


The Project Instructions 


Each family was given individually and personally administered step-by-step 


instructions which included directions on how to not interrupt the child in their discovery 


process of God in their own words. 


The purpose of this process was to enable the researcher an opportunity to custom 


tailor the diversity of understanding of the participants. The explanatory technique 


permitted the contributor to pursue clarity of any areas not clearly understood. 


80 
These instructions were internationally administered separately in order for the parents to 
have the freedom to ask questions which fit their needs and understanding of the 
proposed project and expected outcome. The adult participants were encouraged not to 
encourage the child and let them be free in their unearthing. 

The instructions were provide in written format as well as in written form to the 
participant parents to use a reference in the event the researcher was not available for 
immediate access. Contact telephone numbers were also made available to participant and 
encouragement was made to ask questions of the researcher in the event there was an 


issue of clarity or how to handle a particular situation. 


The Project Activity 

Initially, the project would begin with a pre-test questionnaire which would also 
be used at the conclusion of the exercise as a post-test and tool for evaluation and 
reflection. The process permitted the researcher an opportunity to issue the pre-test as the 
post-test with data which was important as well as valuable and eventful. 
Comparisons would be made of the various demographic areas inclusive of family size, 
age of children, and individual and family devotion to spirituality. Christian values were 
also an area in which the researcher would make inquiry. The major and most important 
sections of the questionnaire would address the spiritual and Christian exposure of the 


family and the child and the individual child on a solo basis. 
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The term or time frame designated for the project would be for not less than six weeks or 
for no more than eight weeks with all participants starting on the same beginning week. 
Due to the fact that the activity action day could be different from participating family to 
participating family, this is why the start day may be different. 
The instructions asked of each family would be to set aside a specific time of day 
in convenience on a weekly basis. If possible set the same time for each week. The writer 


asked the families or participants to be consistent in place, date, and time. 


The Project Results 

The data for the writer will involve comparisons of the questionnaire and the 
details entailed in it. A synopsis will be produced and show measurements of the 
similarities and differences documented by the participants. Expectations are to produce 
data which exemplifies current familial activity that encompasses some or all religious 
action of the contributors and the responses of the child as the engage in the selected 
activity. These responses may or may not support the original thesis challenged by the 
writer. 

Contributors have been asked to take heed in careful and concise documentation 
of all responses and actins of the children as they participate in selected activity. 
The adults were given complete freedom in the selection of activity from a notebook of 
pre-selected activities by the writer. The time of engagement of the family is deemed to 


permit the child to exhibit themselves without prompt or engagement of the adults. 
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The observation of the adult will be carefully documented and noted closely and as 
accurately as possible in the parental controlled environment. 
Upon completion of all activities during the given period, adults are asked to 
complete any additional notations and comments to aid the final observations of the 
writer. Finally, families are asked to return journals to writer and retain all other supplies 


as a token of appreciation in their participation. 


The Projected Expectations 

Each family had the unmonitored responsibility to conduct each self-selected 
activity at their leisure and availability. Guidelines suggested that a minimal of one hour 
be a measurement to standardized time needed to conduct each exercise. While one hour 
was suggested, results often indicated that this was not enough time. Adult participants 
often suggested that this quality time they were spending in exercise found them in a 
mode to continue for their own benefit, gain, and understanding. 

The definition of Midrash for the purposes of this model was the following: 

Midrashim(pl.) from the Hebrew darash means to inquire. . . the term refers 

Commentary which was developed in classical Judaism that attempts to 

Interpret Jewish scripture in a thorough manner; literary midrash may focus 

either on halakah” (how Jews go about their daily lives), directing the Jew 


to specific patterns of religious practice, or on haggahah, {Bandstra, 2004 #30}" 
dealing with theological ideas, ethical teachings, popular philosophy, imaginative 


*3Bandstra, Barry L. Reading the Old Testament. 3rd ed. Belmont, California: Wadsworth/Thompson 
Leaming, 2004,542,550. 


*4Thid,. 542, 550. 


83 


exposition, legend, allegory, animal fables, and so forth----that is whatever is not 
halakah.* 


The model Midrash was considered a success with regards to the data which was 
collected, received, and the level of participation from each family. Moreover, responses 
of adult participant indicated that the one hour time slot was in fact, not enough time as 
they observed when in progress of some activities. 

The data suggested that families need to talk to each other and ask each other 
questions about their religious, spiritual and Christian values or thoughts. The data 
indicated that the adult parent participants or adult conwibutors resolved that they really 
were not conscientious or permissive toward their child participanting in their own 
religious potential and/or spiritual knowledge. 

Occasional responses to the writer would be asked of the writer if they (all 
participants) were implementing the project completely and accurately when the time 
would “get away from them” and they had exceeded the allotted time suggested. 

On the other hand, question was interjected, by participating adults, when the suggested 
time for activity appeared to be more than enough time to process and perform the 


designed Christian Midrash. 


Stpid., 542, 550. 


Chapter Five 


Field Experience 


The field experience left the writer in a state of euphoria because she anticipated 
the outcome to be relevant to her own Christian walk since childhood. Exhilaration which 
she felt was beyond joyous and glee. The writer appreciated the impact the model 
imposed upon the adult participant as well as rejoiced in the interpretations which were 
exposed by the child participants. 

Developing and creating the questionnaire gave the writer a deeper appreciation of 


her own spiritual, Christian, and theological acknowledgement at an early age. 


The writer was able to gain insight on how she has developed over a number of years as 
well as the religious position she now holds in the greater church. 

As the researcher concentrated on the activities that she would explore for the 
child participants, the writer wanted to be creative to permit the children an opportunity to 
be as exploratory as possible in order to open any windows which had yet to be opened in 
their spiritual journey. Impacting the model to provide creative activity, designing the 
model was extremely important to the writer to be completely open to freedom an the 
unexpected. 

The writer had hoped the parents would draw question on the model due to their 
lack of knowledge and awareness of their own child’s spirituality, Christianity, and 
theological awareness. 
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Oddly, the parents were very responsive in the results as the children participated in the 
activities. In the exploration of activities which were attractive to all the participants, the 
writer agreed to seek projects that were engaging and that would draw interest to 
participants. If there were to be an area of disappointment, the writer identified that the 
adult participant, no matter how carefully or skillfully efforts were made to be concise 
and have expected output, human nature will always set and make alterations to outcome. 
Finally, the researcher saw the results of this model as successful and provided a 

great success in its representation of the following: 

e Children do have a spiritual acknowledgement, 

e Children do have a Christian ethic, 

e Parents are in a form of denial in their children and their spirituality, 

e Parents can lear from children, 

e Children can form a creative conscientiousness in spirituality, 

e Awareness of children in spirituality should not be muffled, 

e Children are growing in spiritual awareness as adults, and 

e Adults can learn from children about spirituality and Christianity. 
The Project Context 

The writer has created a Christian Midrash for the Christian Church, Disciples of 

Christ, DOC. In view of an internet page on the General church website, 
http://www.discipleshomemissions.org/pages/FCM-FaithDevelopmentEducation, this 
study of interpretation is designed to further acknowledge and gain perspective on the 


spiritual understanding of children between the ages of five and twelve. 
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The Disciple web page is empty and soliciting for congregations to submit their ideas. 
Selfish to ask other adults to nurture their children, as the writer was nurtured spiritually 
and initially in her Christian walk by her parents, the writer was intentional in 
establishing that there is a need to nurture children by adults early in their lives as our 
Hebrew ancestors did through the Midrash setting. The impact of the family Midrash 
does develop the children in a very direct and personal relationship with God and the 
parent. Clarity is established as well as identifying where emphasis needs to occur for 
better and easier life application. 

Each partaker in the model exam provided valuable data in the designed program 
which enabled the writer to affirm her projections and considerations. Suggestion from 
the writer indicated that not enough is being done to nurture, develop, and grow children 
spiritually and in Christian maturity. 

A variety of suggestions by the writer would include: 

¢ Usea larger sample for data compilation, 

¢ Select a specific day of the week for participants to engage in the model, 

¢ Use the same activity in all stages of model for all participants, 

e Have a specific time period for activities. 

e Have unity in all phases of model, 

¢ Use test subjects with closer demographic similarities, 

¢ Use the same model with test subjects from different denominations, 

¢ Conduct model with older students than this test model, 


¢ Lengthen time of test module, 


e¢ Shorten model for full week periods, 

¢ Use same age group for one test model and, 

¢ Conduct model on same mentioned variables to a different age group. 
The writer finds that making some adjustments as mentioned would indeed alter the 


results and increase the study in a positive advancement. 
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Chapter Six - Reflections, Summary and Conclusion 


From the data, I, the writer, must indicate that this is a mixed concept of study 


using qualitative and qualitative concepts of measurements. From the participants, all of 


the families conducting the Christian Midrash, I understand that every participant did not 


realistically acknowledge minimally several items: 


Children do posses a measurable level of understanding of God in their 
lives, 

Children readily accept a relationship with God and can interpret what the 
relationship means to them and are able to articulate their relationship, 
Children understand the consequences of not having a relationship with 
God, 

Children seek to be “right” with God, 

Children avail themselves to having an open relationship to all the other 
family associated in relationship with God, 

Attitudes of children are different when they acknowledge their 
relationship with God, 

The personal of children is responsive in a positive manner when they 
acknowledge “their” God, 

Children have better relationship with their own family when they have a 


relationship with God, 
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The God that children have tangible relationship with is the same God adults 
have, 

e There is an interpretive dynamic in adult identifying the God children 
acknowledge, 

e Some parents are willing to compromise their interpretation of who they 
see as God and that which their children interpret as God, 

e There is a God or everyone, 

e It takes a whole village to raise a child (African Proverb), 

e Nurturing children nurtures adults also, 

e Nurturing children spirituality does give them a more positive outlook and 
disposition in their lives, and 

e Parents have been in denial that their children do have spiritually 
awareness and are developing Christian values. 

In reflection of the Christian Midrash which has been the subject of this model, 
the writer finds in the data, conclusively, adults deny the spiritual and Christian values 
and interpretations of children. Historical data has provided additional models, data and 
research studies which attempt to prove ihe relational values in a child’s spiritual 
knowledge. This data also indicate that this is a new area of study which has a 
tremendous amount of area for development and vast educational value. 

The presented project provided continued interest in the thought process of where 


children are spiritually and in their own Christian faith walk. 


Apparent to the researcher is not to take what the “little children” have to say, as 


invaluable but perhaps take serious consideration and awareness to their knowledge. 
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APPENDIA 


ot 


Questionnaire/Pretest 


CHRISTIANIY AND SPIRITUALITY OF CHILDREN AGED 5-12 IN 
THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH DISCIPLES OF CHRIST 


Introduction 


(All information shared in the following survey is held in covenant of confidentiality and 
solely used as a tool/model for use in the dissertation for Rev. Yowanda J. Bowens) 


Purpose of Questionnaire: 

This work will be used in pursuit of defining and discerning the spiritual and Christian 
abilities of children. The model praxis will create an environment whereby children are 
intentionally and directly educated in Christian values, history and ethics. 


Please return this questionnaire to: 
Rev Yowanda J. Bowens _ by July, 2011... Thank you for your help in advance. 


With God’s Help, 


Rev. Yowanda J. Bowens 
Doctoral Candidate 
United Theological Seminary, Dayton Ohio 


Director of Children’s Ministries 
Light of the World Christian Church 
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Directions: 

1. Read everything carefully before beginning your sessions with the (child)ren. 
2. No question is a bad question. 
Section 1: Demographic information 


1. What city do you live in? 
Indianapolis, Indiana 
Fishers, Indiana 
Carmel, Indiana 
Noblesville, Indiana 
Greenwood, Indiana 
Geist, Indiana 
Brownsburg, Indiana 
Not Listed 
Prefer not to answer 


BS DT aaa ns Wat Pa 


) 


2. How old are you? 
Under 30 years O 
31-40 years 
Over 40 years 
Prefer not to answer 


3. How many children do you have? 


|] 12 03 4 [les 0 5 or more 


4. How old is your child (ren)? 


Child #1 5-6 JU 7-8 =O 9-10 
Child #2 5-6 80 7-8 0 9-10 
Child #3 5-6 JO 7-8 860 9-10 
Child #4 5-6 60 d8> i 9-10 
Child# 5 5-6 OU 7-8 60 9-10 


5. Do any of your children have a disability or special needs? 


O Yes No O Prefer not to answer 


6. What is the gender of your child (ren)? 


Child #1 Male Female 
Child #2 Male Female 
Child #3 Male Female JU 
Child #4 Male Female 
Child# 5 Male Female 
Prefer not to answer 


7. Race: Check One 

Black 
Hispanic/Latin 
Asian 

White 

American Indian 
Other 


8. Family Status: Please check the line that best describes your household in your 
home right now. 


Mother and Father 

Mother only 
Father only 
Mother and Stepfather 
Father and Stepmother 
Other Relatives 

Foster Home 

Other (please specify): 

Prefer not to answer 
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Section 2: Having a balance 
9. Do you generally feel you are able to balance your work and family life? 
O Yes No Prefer not to answer U 
10. Do you have a regular time of study for yourself? 
O Yes O No Prefer not to answer ( 
Section 3: Working hours 


11. Do any of the following help you balance your work and family commitments? 


i ors Not available | Not applicable to me 
Flexible starting 


12. Do you feel that any of the following hinder you in balancing your work and family 
commitments? 


Long work hours 


Compulsory over time 


Shift work 
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Section 4: Support from others 


13. Do any of the following help you balance your work and family commitments? 


neers to 


14. Do any of the following help you balance your work and family commitments? 


Not available Not applicable 
to me to me 


Section 5: Working arrangements 


Being able to 
bring children into 
work on occasions 


Technology such 
as laptops or cell 
phones 


of 


15. Do any of the following hinder you balancing your religious spiritual study and 
family commitments? 


Technology such as 
| laptops, cell phone, 
internet, cable 


Frequent traveling 
away from home 


Section 6: Getting a balance 

16. What could this organization (the church) do to help you balance your religious study 
and family life? Comments: Use additional paper if needed 

Church 


17. Do you currently use any of the social networks provided by the church (specifically, 
Light of the World Christian Church)? 


UO Yes ONo Prefer not to Answer J[ 


Which ones? 
Email 0 Facebook 0 Twitter 0 Prefer not to answer UJ 


18. Would you permit your child (ren) to use the church social networks? 
Y N 


19. Would you permit your child (ren) to use the aforementioned networks for church 
study purposed? 


B's N 
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20. Do you attend church regularly? Y N 


21. What church do you attend? 


Light of the World Christian Church (LWCC) 0 
Other O 
Prefer not to answer 


0 
The following questions are about your child (ren). Please answer the following question 
without speaking to your child (ren). 


Circle One 
22. Does he/she know who God is? y N 
23. Does your child (ren) know who the Holy Spirit is? ns N 
24. Does your child (ren) know who Jesus is? y N 
25. Does your child (ren) know what worship is? x N 
26. Does your child (ren) know what a church is for? ¥ N 
27. Does your child (ren) know what “tithe” are? e4 N 
28. Does your child understand what Christmas is about? 

¥ N 
29. Does your child (ren) understand Easter? a N 
30. Does your child (ren) understand Lent? be N 
31. Does your child (ren) understand the word sacrefice?Y N 


32. Does your child (ren) attend a special children’s service? 
Ny: N 


33. Do you talk to your child (ren) about God? 4 N 
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Spirituality 

Please circle one 

34. Do you think children are spiritual? x N 
35. Do you think spirituality in children is natural or without prompt? 


yy N 
36. Do you think children can be nurtured in spirituality? 


Y N 


37. Should we as adults wait until children are older to nurture or teach them about their 
own spiritual selves? 


Y N 
38. Do you acknowledge a spiritual understanding in your child (ren)? 

24 N 
39. Are you concerned with your own spiritual growth? y N 


40. Do you find validity in study of children and their spiritual understanding? 


Y N 
41. Do your pray with your child (ren)? 2G N 
42. Does your child (ren) pray without prompt? yy N 
43. Do you know the definition of spirituality? ne N 
44. Does your child “talk” to God? Bg N 
45. Does your child speak in tongues? x N 
46. Does your child “get happy”? 2’ N 
47. Do you think your child has inner peace with God? ¥ N 
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48. Can your child define Christianity? Y N 
49. Does your child understand what it “Christ-like”? b N 
50. Is your child influenced by other denominations? 
Is your may visit? ¥ N 
51. Does your child know your pastor’s name? Bf N 
52. Does your child trust your pastor? x: N 
53. Does your child seek more understanding of the bible? 
Y N 
54. Does your child know any scriptures by heart? ¥ N 
55. Does your child pray at meals? x N 
56. Does your child sleep in adult church? Y N 
57. Is the Word of God a part of your thinking process? Y N 
58. Is the Holy Spirit a part of your life? ¥, N 
59. What do you do to listen to God? x N 
60. Do you really have a genuine love for Jesus? a N 
61. Do you practice memorizing the bible? Y. N 
62. Do you consider yourself a spiritual being? Sf N 
63. Does your family celebrate Christmas? ¥. N 
64. Does your family celebrate Easter? ¥. N 
65. Has this questionnaire inspired you in any way? 2 N 
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Has this questionnaire inspired you? 


Final Notes 


L 


10. 


This information will not be shared but is for research purposes only. 
Please be objective in answering all questions. 
Please be consistent in your activity time with the child (ren). 


One hour is what is expected as a minimal time to conduct the “family” and 
Midrash time. 


Please share with your child(ren) and prompt minimally if needed. 
There is no right or wrong answer. 


It is also important that you take notes and document anything that you observe in 
your family time. 


You will be asked to complete a post-test following the study period 
All supplies and materials are yours to keep following the study. 


The information received will be used for intended purposes only. 


Words will never be able to express the amount of gratitude that I have for your 
participation in this study for my doctoral studies. 


Thank you for your time. 
God Bless! 


The Reverend Yowanda Jeannette Bowens 
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Questionnaire Results/Summation 


Ages of Children------------------------------~--------5-8 
3children over 20 (not included in study) 


Children with disabilities---------------------------- none 
Ethnicity-------------------____------------------------- 100% African American 
Grade in schools-------------------------------------- Pre-K thru 4" grade 


3 have acquired beyond High School 


Household composition----------------------------- 100% have mother and father 
1 has grandmother in household 


Balance of family life-------------------------------- 1 not able 
1 Not applicable 
2 able to balance 


Ability to have personal study time-------------- 2 able 
2 not able 
Hindrances in balancing-------------------------- 100% work, long hours, weekend work, 
shift work, meetings 
Family support in balance 100% obtain some sort of additional 
assistance from family, spouse, 
outside resources 
Balance sources technology, grandparents, 
Bring children to work 25% 
Balances in religious or spiritual study 
via technology, excessive travel, other 100% none 
Resource to assist in balance suggestion the church could create and maintain a 
dedicated bible study for parenting, 
marriage and family dynamics 


Uses social networks provided by local 
congregation 75% yes 25% no 
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What networks used 75% use email, Facebook, or Twitter 
Children use social networks 75% yes 25%no 


Child will be permitted to use 


Social networks 100% yes 
Regularly attend church 100% yes 
Where membership held 100% at LWCC 


Children and the Church 
Does he/she know who God is? 100% yes 


Does your child (ren) know who the Holy Spirit is? 50 % yes, 25% no, 25% don’t know 


Does your child (ren) know who Jesus is? 100% yes 

Does your child (ren) know what worship is? 100% yes 

Does your child (ren) know what a church is for? 100% yes 

Does your child (ren) know what “tithe” are? 75% yes, 25% no 
Does your child understand what Christmas is about? 100% yes 

Does your child (ren) understand Easter? 100% yes 

Does your child (ren) understand Lent? 100% no 

Does your child (ren) understand the word sacrifice? 50% yes, 50% no 


Does your child (ren) attend a special children’s service? 


100% yes 
Do you talk to your child (ren) about God? 100% yes 
Spirituality 
Do you think children are spiritual? 100% yes 


Do you think spirituality in children is natural or without prompt? 
75% yes, 25% no 
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Do you think children can be nurtured in spirituality? 100% yes 


Should we as adults wait until children are older to nurture or teach them about their own 
spiritual selves? 100% no 


Do you acknowledge a spiritual understanding in your child (ren)? 
100%yes 
Are you concerned with your own spiritual growth? 75% yes, 25% no 


Do you find validity in study of children and their spiritual understanding? 


Do your pray with your child (ren)? 100% yes 

Does your child (ren) pray without prompt? 100% yes 

Do you know the definition of spirituality? 100% yes 

Does your child “talk” to God? 50% yes, 50%no 
Does your child speak in tongues? 100% no 

Does your child “get happy”? 100% no 

Do you think your child has inner peace with God? 75%yes, 25% no 
Can your child define Christianity? 100% yes 

Does your child understand what it “Christ-like”? 100% yes 

Is your child influenced by other denominations? 100% yes 

Does your child know your pastor’s name? 100% no 

Does your child trust your pastor? 100% yes 


Does your child seek more understanding of the bible? 100% yes 
Does your child know any scriptures by heart? 100% yes 
Does your child pray at meals? 100% yes 


Does your child sleep in adult church? 100% no 


Is the Word of God a part of your thinking process? 
Is the Holy Spirit a part of your life? 

What do you do to listen to God? 

Do you really have a genuine love for Jesus? 

Do you practice memorizing the bible? 

Do you consider yourself a spiritual being? 

Does your family celebrate Christmas? 

Does your family celebrate Easter? 


Has this questionnaire inspired you in any way? 


100% yes 

100% yes 
Various responses 
100% yes 

75% yes, 25% no 
100% yes 

100% yes 

100% yes 


100% yes 
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Nurturing and Defining the Spirituality and Christian Growth 
of Children Ages 4-12 
in the Christian Church Disciples of Christ (D.O.C) 


By 


The J Family 


Rev. Yowanda J. Bowens 
Doctoral Candidate 
United Theological Seminary 
22 July 2011 
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THE OVERVIEW 

I began this process from the standpoint that it would be a “test model” for a dear 
friend who is pursuing a Doctorate in the field Christian Education. I finished this 
process from the standpoint that Christian growth is a direct result of nurturing and 
defining spirituality within one’s community. I don’t know who benefited the most in 
t4444his process, the children or me as a parent. 

The key question asked concemed the spirituality of both my children and do they 
see God. I must admit that my children were a lot more spiritual and aware than I even 
imagined. The children’s since of love and respect astounded me. Both have a basic but 
pure idea of who God is to them and who Jesus is to them. I believe their spirituality has 
to do with their innocence at their young age, their environment, and their involvement in 
the Christian education ministry at our church. 

Over the past couple of weeks we have experienced people with widely varying 
back grounds and perspectives. The theological foundations used in our experiences were 
based on life standards, doing justice, leaming from the world community, nurturing 
people, and non-conforming freely. We looked at 1) Old Testament prophets, 2) “Doing 
the common good” throughout society, 3) Nurturing people in love and with human 
Dignity, and 4) Not being sucked into or controlled by “mass with culture” by reclaiming 
the ideal of non-conformity. 

The content of books and other readings materials were displayed with pictures 
and illustrations. Each lesson, and each celebration activity considered the children’s 


ages and their emotional state. 
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Yes, the content of our activities promoted openness to participate, dialogue, and 
discussion with many questions. There was inclusive language in relation to gender, 
ethnicity, religion and social class. 

Education in itself is a call to action to promote hope no matter where one is 
socially, economically, politically, and within their individual religious experience. 
Socrates argued that education was about drawing out what was already within the 
student. Education comes from two Latin root words, educare which means to nourish 
and educere which means to lead out. Education therefore gives people individual and 
corporate empowerment that leads oneself to the sacred pathways of teaching and 
learning. 

Christian education should be continuous learning from cradle to grave. 
Education and re-education is needed for growth and development at every stage of life. 

-For me learning is a part of living, firsthand experiences during the course of 
one’s life. For the Black church education should be seen as an interdependent and 
intergenerational activity that acknowledges and encourages the passing on of tradition. 

The church is meeting people where they are but making it possible for its 
members to improve their condition through education. Parents can help nurture and 
promote the teaching-learning process in the context of contemporary churches by 
understanding that Christian education is communal training and development from the 
early formative years to the senior golden years. This is nurturing at its best because each 
age and area of ministry is acknowledged and all people are empowered to mature in the 


things of God which arms them with resources to live life to its fullest. 
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THE ACTIVITIES 
I did not intentionally set up times of interaction based on a planned activity or rehearsed 
activity. The activities were based on a foundation of love, God’s love for them. We did 
natural things and I interjected words and thoughts by way of the Holy Spirit. 
My goal was to present and require various Christian morals, values, and expectations. I 


considered myself the teacher but I learned a lot from these two kids. 


BEDTIME PRAYERS - This was a challenging time at first because the kids were still 
hyped from earlier activities. They respected the time but needed guidance in settling 
down at first. Even though both were reluctant about leading prayer, they were quick to 
add in names of family, things, and friends. This activity was something they expected to 


do, thanking God for blessings and asking God for help tomorrow. 


CHILDREN BIBLE STORIES -— These stories got their attention. They seemed 

puzzled at the beginning of stories but soon seemed to catch up. The questions soon 
came and almost prevented me from completing the story for that night. After a few 
questions they began to put themselves into the story and/or created why and what if 


questions with their imagination. 


BATH TIME - This time was used to reflect on the day’s events. I used this time to 
overemphasize my love and care for them. 


—I wanted to establish a nurturing relationship. 
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I looked for new scratches, bumps, and bruises offering conversation about Jesus’ healing 
power. 


Kiss the boo-boo, bacitracin the boo-boo, and Band-Aid the boo-boo... In Jesus name! 


PLAY TIME - Here I observe to see what they are picking up from other kids (language, 
attitude, mimicking, creativity, etc.). I may interject briefly but I allow them their free 


time and free space. 


SINGING -— Make a joyful noise unto the Lord. The kids sounded good! That would be 
Paula’s genes; Lord knows I am not gifted in song. We hardly ever listen to secular radio 
stations; it’s either 1310 The Light or a Christian/Gospel CD. Man, they sing their little 
hearts out when they sing about Jesus and God’s love. They are not ashamed of the 


gospel in song. 


PRAYER AT DINNER TIME - was more than reciting a pretty little rhyme, it was a 
bout thanking God for the food literally. Daddy may have bought the food but God gave 
daddy the money. Be thankful you have food, so don’t waste it, many people don’t have 


food so be thankful. 


TRIPS TO STORE(S) — This exercise was intentional by me because I want them to 
know that you don’t always get what you want. With that said, you don’t always get 


everything you need either. 
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I let them know that there are consequences for being bad and being good. Trips to the 
store with me are about choices; make sure that’s what you want... And why do you 
want that? 
PLAYING WII VIDEO GAME — Wow! They are competitive and have learned how to 
ease their emotional outbursts when losing a game. First, there is an emphasis on 
respecting the game and the people you play against. Second, there is an emphasis on 
keeping control with sportsmanship. Third, the most important thing learned here is “yes 


I can”. Watch, lear, try harder, try again, good job, that’s better, wow, great! 


THE KEY QUESTION ANSWERED 


The key question asked concerned the spirituality and Godly awareness of both 
my children. I must admit that my children were a lot more spiritually aware than I even 
imagined. The children’s since of love and respect astounded me. Both have a basic but 
pure idea of who God is to them and who Jesus is to them. I believe their spirituality has 
to do with their innocence at their young age, their environment, and their involvement in 
the Christian education ministry at our church. Unlike public education Christian 
education needs to promote creativity using every moment as teaching moment instead of 


programming the masses with “dummied down” regurgitation. 
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Samone [—/ 
Light of the World Christian Church 


Monday June 27" 


Project #1 


Good News Mega Phone, Share the “Good News of God” 


Samone was extremely excited to participate in this project for Rev. Bowens. She like 
her and always wants to give her a hug when she sees her. 

She wants people to know about God and clapped her hands in praise 

When we completed the project Samone began to walk around the room in 
celebration and clapping her hands. Samone was also shouting in the megaphone, 


“God is coming, God is coming.” 


Project #2 


Handle with Care Signs 


We discussed the meaning of “handle with care” 

Reviewed the same words and substituted the word “kind” 

Samone said that an example would be if a lady was in a wheelchair and fell out that 
she would help her back in the chair and that is “handle with care” 

Samone asked of we could take the signs we made and wear them around the world to 


let other people know how we should treat people 
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Samone 
Light of the World Christian Church 


Hands to do the Hearts Work 


Samone said we pick up things with our hands 

We eat with our hands 

We use our hands to help people get up 

We pray with our hands (Samone wanted to show me how she goes to the table and 
prepares to eat but prays first with her hands (with a smile) 

Samone also said that we praise God by using our hands to clap and wave them in the 


air. 


Hopscotch Fun 


Samone was very interested in the hopscotch craft because she loves hopscotch and 
sidewalk chalk games. 


We had several phrases that we wrote in the squares and Samone completed the 


phrases with the following: 
- Thank you God.......<..se0..: God for my family for everything, 
PE sis cas icncsavnaees for giving us what we need, each other, pour clothes, 


mommy and daddy, food on our table and my teachers, 


pitty Fei sss sone Renee. .my mommy, daddy, my teachers, my toys, Bishop, 


oes Weve i oe little children, adults, everyone, 


God SIVES. 5.055 seta ncss sens r0ctins everyone even the people who are bad people. 


114 


Helping Hands Cross 


We discussed “Helping others, following Jesus”. I asked Samone what helping others 
meant to her, 

She commented that it was like you help old people walking, 

Samone said, we give money ro the people on the corner(intersection) so they can get 
some food....... because Jesus wants us to do it. 

Samone loves tracing her hands and decorating them so they will look pretty when 


she helps other people. 


Hidden in our hearts 


We discussed the importance of leaming God’s words so we have them in our hearts, 
Samone asked if other words are in our heads? 

Samone said God helps her care for other people like her classmates, 

Samone was very serious and sincere about understanding the importance of God’s 


words and keeping them in her heart. 


1B) 
Subject: Tori named Student of the Month!!! 
Hi everyone! 
Just wanted to let you know that our oldest daughter was named student of the month!!! 
She is in the 1st grade at Thorpe Creek Elementary (Hamilton Southeastern school district 
in Fishers). One of the things the school focuses on is Character Education 
Skills....... Honesty, Caring, Respect, Responsibility, Self-Control, Trustworthiness, 
Determination, Forgiveness, and Faimess. Each month two students (one female and one 
male) are chosen by their teacher because they've exhibited the character skill of the 
month. This month's character skill was Determination. Tori is so thrilled......as we are 
too! She has wanted to get this award for some time. One of the perks of receiving this 
award is getting to have lunch with the school counselor in the gym on an elevated stage. 
She said "I prayed to God for my wish and it came true!!!" I encouraged her to keep 
praying, but that the belief and hard work is really what God rewards. 
Thank you to each and every one of you who have played an important role in Tori's life. 


We are so grateful and we know that this is only the beginning. The best is yet to come!! 


God Bless You, 


Beverly & Edward 
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Dear Bishop November 4, 2011 


I am truly elated that you have made some time in your busy schedule to see me in an 
interview for my DMIN studies. 


The title of my final document is, “Nurturing and Cultivating Spiritual Awareness in 
Children ages 5-12 in the Christian Church, Disciples of Christ”. 
The premise of my dissertation is the argument that most adults/care givers: 


1. Do not acknowledge the presence of a spiritual relationship in children with 
God, 


2. There is not a standard of intentional or structured familial nurturing done in 
the Christian Church, 


3. Children that have this nurturing, do in fact, become a productive part of their 
communities and in fact are happier citizens. 


As a pastor who has lived in a ministry where you say “children are the focus”, please 
respond to these suppositions as they relate to your year ministry. 


A. Can you give me more information on your “children are our focus”, theme of 
how you initially presented it and how you expected it to be carried out and how 
you have seen the evolution of it. 

What would you change? Why? How? 


Lastly, could you respond to the following questions? 
1. Do you agree or disagyve with these suppositions? Why or why not?(question 1) 


Disagree. | think they (parents/caregivers) do acknowledge having a spiritual 
relationship but, I think that it is more prevalent (the recognition and 
acknowledgement is more among parents with small children and it is often 
abandoned as children get older. It becomes an independent opportunity to reach, 
teach, and learn. Parents are more natural in nurturing the smaller child while 
adults (Christian) will be more inclined to let older mature children re-discover 
who they are spiritually. We all acknowledge the presence of God in them. We 
somehow get off the track in our nurturing of them as they become older. more 
independent and self-willed. We must cultivate that relationship of the God they 
have discovered from cradle to grave. There may be issue if the parents are 
religious or have some Christian conscientiousness. This will impact their 
investment in the child. 
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Being of Christian values and fortitude is very important and this will also drive 
the integrity, motivation and the desire of that parent/adult in the child to grow 
spiritually. 


. What can the general church do to do better themselves with this issue with 
children in your opinion? 


An emphasis and a focus that does not seem to be prevalent in most 
denominational settings are to reach out to children which are a major infraction. 
The focus is not on the adolescent learning. Not much is done with children. 


. Do parents invalidate the value of a child and their relationship with God? 


We (parents and grandparents) do but the connect is “Christian parenting”. These 
children are affirmed in their Christian walk. As Christians we celebrate God and 
Gods sovereign ability in them. We rejoice when we hear and see our children 
engaging in their own and in their own spiritual righteousness. 


4. Do you agree with the mitzvah format to increase the family relationship with 
God and each other? (in a Christian friendly user format) 


Yes as well as other religious faiths like the Muslims and Hebrews. 


Please feel free to respond with any thoughts or ideas you may have regarding 
children and their spiritual nurture. 


I would like to say we compromise our future when we neglect the future of our 
children in biblical literacy and value education for the 21“ century. We see 
ourselves as babysitting verses building up children spirituality. Whether it’s the 
arts education or spiritual formation, something other than dropping off our 
children and picking them up is needed for our children in their spiritual growth 
and development. We think we try to approach the spiritual development of our 
children but we fall short. We must take every opportunity to nurture and train up 
a child. (Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart 
from it Prov.22:6.) Forgone opportunity is one in which we must take advantage of 
because we will never pass this way again and we are losing in the battle. 


Yours In Christ, 

Rev. Yowanda J. Bowens 
DMIN Candidate 

United Theological Seminary 
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Faith Development/Education 
Everything we do and everything we fail to do is part of our children's faith development 
and education as Christians. In these pages are resources to help congregations make the 
faith development of children a top priority. 
Churches are invited to send their best ideas for the faith formation of children to the 
Office of Family and Children's Ministries. We will post ideas as they are received. 
Please send your ideas. 


Program pages 
Child Advocacy Children Welcome!Children Worship & Wonder Christian 
Parenting Disciples Care for ChildrenFaith Development/EducationKids to 


KidsMarmageProgram LogosResourcesV BSFamily and Children Home 
Contact Information 


(888) 346-2631 - DHM Toll Free 

Kave Edwards 

Director of Family & Children's Ministries 

(434) 832-1119 - VA Office 

Wilma Shuffitt 

Administrative Assistant 

(317) 713-2641 - DHM Office 

Disciples Home Missions© ; 130 East Washington Street; Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 
(888) 346-2631 

Web site Terms and Conditions 

DHM is a general ministry of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 

* Disciples Home Missions© ; 130 East Washington Street: Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 
(888) 346-2631 

Web site Terms and Conditions 


DHM is a general ministry of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
*this page has been slightly modified to fit this project 
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This is a sample of a one volume resource of children’s activities. This was a source 


which the project activities were assembled from: 


Big Book of Ideas. Huntington, Indiana: Our Sunday Visitor Publishing Division, 2001. 


Give a Hand Card PRI 
Children may need to work in pairs to “give each other a hand” tracing each other’s hands for 


these cards. 


QO You will need: 
Half a sheet of cardstock paper (8 1/2” x 5 1/2”) 
Markers 
Scissors 
Pencil 


Q To do: 
Fold the sheet in half to make the card. Tur the card so the fold is on the left side. With the help 


of another child, trace the other’s hand on her or his card front with wrist resting on the fold. Cut 
away paper from the hand as the picture shows. Under the hand on the inside of the card print 
the message “God's love 
reaches out to you.” Use 
markers to add color and 
pictures. 


120 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 
"African American Disciples." 21. 


The Harper Collins Study Bible New Revised Standards Version. 23rd ed. New York, 
New York: Harper Collins Publishers, 1993. 


A New Handbook of Christian Theologies. Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press, 1996. 


Holman Concise Topical Concordance. Nashville, Tennessee: Holman Bible Publishers, 
1998. 


Spiritual Growth of Children. Wheaton, Illinois: Tyndale House Publishers, 2000. 
Big Book of Ideas. Huntington, Indiana: Our Sunday Visitor Publishing Division, 2001. 


The Story of Christian Spirituality Two Thousand Years from East to West. Oxford, 
England: Lion Publishing, 2001. 


Allen, Holly Catherton, Donald Ratcliff, Chrin J. Boiyatzis, James Riley Estep Jr., 
Timothy a. Sizemore, T. Wyatt Watkins, Jeffre E. Feinberg, Lina V. Callahan, 
Michael J. Anthony, Jane Carr, Judy Harris Helm, Stacy Berg, Pam Scranton, 
Sungwon Kim, Marcia McQuitty, Heidi Schultz Oschwald, Stephanie Goins, 
MaLesa Breeding, Dana Kennamer Hood, La Verne Tolbert, Marilyn Brownlee, 
Karen Crozier, John H. Westerhoff III, Catherine Stonehouse, and Scottie May. 
Nurturing Children's Spirituality Christian Perspectives and Best Practices. 
Eugene, Oregon: Wipf and Stock Publishers, 2008. 


Ammerman, Nancy T., Jackson W. Carroll, Carl S. Dudley, William McKinney, Robert 
L. Schreiter, Scott L. Thumma, and R. Stephen Wamer. Studying Congregations a 
New Handbook. Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press, 1998. 


Bandstra, Barry L. Reading the Old Testament. 3rd ed. Belmont, California: 
Wadsworth/Thompson Learning, 2004. 


Bendroth, Margaret Lamberts, C. Stephen Evans, G. Marcille Frederick, D.G. Hart, Bill J. 
Leonard, George M. Marsden, Shirley A. Mullen, Mark A. Noll, Richard Pointer, 
Jerry L. summers, Robert Swierenga, A., Edwin J. Van Kley, and Ronald A. 
Wells. History and the Christian Historian. Grand Rapids, Michigan: William R. 
Eerdman Publishing Company, 1998. 


121 


Berryman, Jerome W. Teaching Children Godly Play. Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press, 
1995. 

Boggs, Tamara. Children Are a Blessing from the Lord Learning God's Wisdom through 
Our Children. Grand Rapids, Michigan: Kregal Publications, 2001. 


Boring, M. Eugene. Disciples and the Bible a History of Disciples Biblical Interpretation 
in North America. St. Louis, Missouri: Chalice Press, 1997. 


C.Tiffany, Frederick, and Sharon H. Ringe, The Upper Room Dictionary of Christian 
Spiritual Formation. Nashville, Tennessee: Upper Room Books, 2003. 


Catalfo, Phil. Raising Spiritual Children in a Material World Inducing Spirituality into 
Family Life. New York, New York: The Berkley Publishing Group, 1997. 


Cavalletti, Sofia. The Religious Potential of the Child. Translated by Patricia M. Coulter 
and Julie M. Coulter. New York, New York: Paulist Press, 1973. 


Chopra, Deepak. The Seven Spiritual Laws for Parents. New York, New York: Harmony 
Books, 1997. 


Collins, Patricia Hill. Black Feminist Thought 
Revised Tenth Anniversary Edition. 2nd ed. New York, New York: Routeledge, 2000. 


Cone, James H. Black Theology and Black Power. New York, New York: Orbis Books, 
1969. 


___.A Black Theology of Liberation: Twentieth Anniversary Edition. 16th ed. 
Marylnoll, NY: Orbis Books, 2005. Reprint, 16th. 


Coogan, Michael D., David F. Graf, Pamela Kladzyk, David Marcus, John R. McRay, 
Robert R. Stieglitz, Thomas L. Robinson, Marjorie Flory, Charles lowers, Robert 
P. Kiener, Peter R. Limberg, Donna M. Lucey, Stephen M. Miller, Polly A. 
Morrice, John S. Thompkins, Carol Weeg, and Henry Wiencek, Reader's Digest 
Illustrated Dictionary of Bible Life and Times. Pleasantville, New York: The 
Reader's Digest Association, Inc., 1997. 


Creswell, John W. Research Design Qualitative., Quantitative, and Mixed Methods 
Approaches. 3rd ed. Thousand Oaks, California: Sage Publications, Ltd., 2009. 


Cummins, D. Duane. A Handbook for Today's Disciples. St. Louis, Missouri: Chalice 
Press, 2003. 


122 


Daleo, Morgan Simone. Curriculum of Love Cultivating Spiritual Nature of Children. 
Charlottesville, Virginia: Grace Publishing Communications, 1996. 


Davies, Richard E. Handbook For Doctor of Ministry Projects an Approach to Structure 
Observation of Ministry. Lanham, Mass.: University Press of America, Inc., 1984. 

Digest, Reader's. Reader's Digest Illustrated Lectionary of Bible Life and Times. 
Pleasantville, New York: The Reader's Digest Association, Inc., 1997. 

Ellor, James. "A Ministry of Spirituality and Aging." 1, 2011. 


Farrugia, Edward G., and S.J. Gerald O. Collins. A Concise Dictionary of Theology, 
Revised and Expanded Edition. Mahwah, New Jersey: Paulist Press, 2000. 


Fischer, David Hackett. Historian’ Fallacies toward a Logic of Historical Thought. New 
York, New York: Harper Perennial, 1970. 


Fitzpatrick, Jean Grasso. Something More Nurturing Your Child's Spiritual Growth. 
New, York, New York: The Penguin Group, 1991. 


Forbes, James A. Whose Gospel? New York, New York: The New Press, 2010. 


Fowler, James W. Stages of Faith; the Psychology of Human Development and the Quest 
for Meaning. New York, New York: Harper & Row, Publishers, 1981. 


Fuller, Cheri. Tel] Me About God Helping Children Develop a Relationship with God. 
Brewster, MA: Paraclete Press, 1998. 


. Opening Your Child's Spiritual Windows. Grand Rapids, Michigan: 
Zondervan Publishing House, 2001. 


Greenwood, Davyd J., and Morten Levin. Introduction to Action Research. 2 ed. 
Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications, Inc., 2007. 


Halley, Henry Hampton. Halley's Bible Handbook. 25th ed. Grand Rapids, Michigan: 
Zondervan, 2000. 


Hample, Stuart, and Eric Marshall. Children's Letters to God. New York, New York: 
Workman Publishing, 1991. 


Hay, David, and Rebecca Nye. The Spirit of a Child: Jessica Kingsley Publishers, 2006. 


Heller, David. Talkin to Your Child About God a Book for Families of All Faith. New 
York, New York: Bantam Press, 1988. 


123 


. Dear God What Religion Were the Dinosaurs. New York, New York: Bantam 
Doubleday Dell Publishing Group, Inc., 1990. 


Hollander, Annette. How to Help Your Child Have a Spiritual Life: A Parents Guide to 
Inner Development. New York, New York: A &W Publishers, Inc., 1980. 


Jenkins, Peggy Joy. Nurturing Spirituality in Children. New York, New York: Atria 
Publishers, 2008. 


Kass, Leon R. The Beginning of Wisdom. New York, New York: Free Press, 2003. 


Keller, Timothy J. Ministries of Mercy. Grand Rapids, Michigan: Ministry Resources 
Library (Zondervan), 1989. 


Kruschwitz, Robert. "A Vibrant Theology of Children." edited by Center for Christian 
Ethics, 2. Waco, Texas: Baylor University, 2003. 


Laistner, M.L. W. Christianity & Pagan Culture in the Later Roman Empire Together 
with an English Translation of John Chrystostom's Address on Vainglory and the 
Right Way for Parents to Bring up Their Children. Ithaca, New York: Cornell 
University Press, 1951. 


LaRue, Cleophus J. The Heart of Black Preaching. Louisville, Kentucky: Westminster 
John Knox Press, 2000. 


Lincoln, C. Eric, and Lawrence H. Mamiya. The Black Church in the African American 
Experience. 11th ed. Durham, North Carolina: Duke University Press, 1999. 


Linthorst, Ann Tremaine. Mothering as a Spiritual Journey. New York, New York: The 
Crossroad Publishing Company, 1993. 


Mapes, Patricia, and Greg Mapes. Raising Spiritual Children. Dayton, Ohio: Nexus 
Institute, 2009. 


Maresca, Catherine. "Children and Theology." Occasional Papers...exploring the 
theology and spirituality of children 1, no. 1 (January 2000): 6. 


Massey, James Earl. The Burdensome Joy of Preaching. Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press, 
1998. 


McAllister, Lester G., and William E. Tucker. Journey in Faith. St. Louis, Missouri: 
Chalice Press, 1975. 


124 


McGrath, Tom. Raising Faith-Filled Kids Ordinary Opportunities to Nurture Spirituality 
at Home. Loyola University, Chicago, Illinois: Loyola Press, 2000. 


Mitchell, Henry H. Celebrations & and Experiences in Preaching, 1990. 

Mogel, Wendy. The Blessing of a Skinned Knee. New York, New York: Penguin Group, 
2001. 

Nystrom, Carolyn. What Is a Christian? Chicago, Illinois: The Moody Institute, 1981. 


Osborn, Ronald E. The Education of Ministers for the Coming Age. St. Louis, Missouri: 
CBP Press, 1987. 


Osborne, Rick. Talking to Your Children About God. New York, New York: Harper 
Collins, 1998. 


Painton, Mollie. Encouraging Your Child's Spiritual Intelligence. New York, New York: 
Artria Books, 2007. 


Peck, M. Scott. The Road Less Traveled. New York, New York: Touchstone, 1978. 
Peterson, Eugene H. The Message/Remix. Colorado Springs, CO: Navpress, 2003. 
Powell, Mark Allen. What Is Narrative Criticism? Nashville, TN: Fortress Press, 1990. 


Productions, Wisdom Television and Windstar. Saving Grace Children & Spirituality. 
New York, New York: Wisdom Media Group, 2000. 


Reimer, Kathie. 1/001 Ways to Help Your Child to Walk with God. Wheaton, Illinois: 
Tyndale House, 1994. 


Roberts, Beverly, and David Peterson, eds. The New Interpreter's Bible, One Volume 
Commentary. Nashville, TN: Abingdon, Press, 2010. 


Rupp, Amy Neufeld. Growing Together Understanding and Nurturing Your Child's Faith 
Journey. Newton, Kansas: Faith and Life Press, 1996. 


Smith, Robert. Doctrine That Dances. Nashville, TN: B & H Publishing Group, 2008. 
Sofer, Morry. Ask the Bible. Rockville, MD: Schreiber Publishing, Inc., 2004. 


Staal, David. Leading Kids to Jesus. Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan, 2005. 


125 


Stewart, Sonja M., and Jerrome W. Berryman. Young Children and Worship. | ed. 
Louisville, Kentucky: Westminster/Jon KnoxPress, 1989. 


Taylor, Gardner C. Submissions to the Dean. Chicago, Illinois: Urban Ministries, Inc., 
2009. 


Thomas, Rev. Dr. Terry. Becoming a Fruit Bearing Disciple. Raleigh, North Carolina: 
Voice of Rehoboth Publishing, 2005. 


Thomas, Terry. Making It through the Storm. Bloomington, Indiana: Author House, 2010. 


. "A Miles Jones' Principle of Preaching Imparting a Glow Upon the Truth." 60, 
2010. 


. "A Lesson from King Jehoash — the Value of a Great Teacher in Your Life." 2, 
2011. 


Toulouse, Mark G. Joined in Discipleship. St. Louis, Missouri: Chalice Press, 1997. 


Turabian, Kate L. A Manual for Writers of Research Papers, Theses, and Dissertations. 
7th ed. University of Chicago Press: University of Chicago, 2007. 


Weibe, Dave. "Toward a Theology of Children." Direction 22, no. 1 (1993): 23. 


Welch, Edward T. When People Are Big and God Is Small Resources for Changing Lives, 
Edited by Susan Lutz. Phillipsburg, NJ: P & R Publishing, 1997. Reprint, 3. 


West, Frederick, and William Garrett West. "Who Are the Christian Churches and What 
Do We Believe?". Chattanooga, Tennessee, 1955. 


Whitford, David M. The Curse of Ham in the Early Modern Era. Famham Surrey, 
England: Ashgate Publishing Limited, 2009. 


Williams, D. Newell. "The Nature of the Christian Church Ministry among Disciples 
Past, Present, and Future." St. Louis, Missouri: Christian Board of Publication, 
1973. 


___. Historical Reflections on Stone-Campbell Spirituality in Recognition of the 
200th Anniversary of Thomas Campbell’s Declaration and Address, 
Indianapolis, Indiana. 


Williamson, Clark M. The Nature of the Church. St. Louis, Missouri: Christian Board of 
Publication, 1987. 


126 


Wolpe, David J. Teaching Your Children About God. | vols. New York, New York: 
Henry Holt and Company, Inc., 1993. 


Yob, Iris M. Keys to Teaching Children About God. Hauppauge,New York: Barron's 
Educational Series, 1996. 


Youngblood, Ronald F., F.F. Bruce, and R.K. Harrison. Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas 
Nelson, Inc., 2004. 


Yust, Karen Marie. Real Kids Real Faith Practices for Nurturing Children's Spiritual 
Lives. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 2004. 


